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SECOND SESSION, 
Governor=eGeneral. 


His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir Ronatp CraururD Munro Fercuson, a Member 


of His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in 
and over the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Australian ational War Government. 
(From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General aes 


Rigbt Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.O. 


Minister for the Navy aes we he Right Honorable Joseph Cook, P.O. 
Treasurer ba. a ee The Right Honorable Sir John Forrest, P.O., G.O.M.G. 
Minister for Defence «- Lhe Honorable George Fuster Pearce. 
Vice-President of the Exeoutive Council ... ‘the Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 

Succeeded by 

The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (16th November, 1917). 

Minister for Repatriation ee The Honorable Edward Davis Millen (from 28th September, 1917.) 
Minister for Works aod Railways. ... The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Minister for Home and Territories .. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. 
Minister for Trade and Oustoms .. .. The Honorable Jens August Jensen. 
Postmaster-General sor oee ee Lhe Honorable William Webster. 
Honorary Minister ww Lhe Honorable Littleton HKrnest Groom. 
Honorary Minister .. The Honorable Edward John Russell. 


Australian ational dar Government, 


(From 10th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General ». The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.O., K.C. 
Minister for the Bay .. The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.O., G.C.M.G. 
Treasurer a2 pee -. The Right. Honorable Lord Forrest, P.O., G.O.M.G. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Watt (27th March, 1918) 
Minister for Defence -. The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation — Bs ... The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Minister for Works and Railways The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Mucceeded by 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). 
Minister for Home and Territories The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. 
Minister for Trade and Onustoms . The Honorable Jens August Jensen t 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Watt (13th December, 1918). 


Postmaster-General 
Vice-President of the Executive Council 


Succeeded by 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 1919). 
The Honorable William Webster. 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 

Succeeded by 


The Honorable Edward John Russell “orth March, 1918). 
Honorary Minister aes -. The Honorable Edward John Russell. 
(Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 
1918). 
Honorary Munister aoe $5 »-. The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* 
Honorary Minister .. The Honorable George Henry Wise.* 
Honorary Minister -- The Honorable Walter Massy Greene. (Appointed Minister for, Trade and 
Customs, 17th January, 1919.)* 
Honorary Minister w. The Honorable Richard Beanmont Orchard ** 


**Resigned from oftice, 31st January, 1919 


Senators. 


President—Senator the Honorable ‘Thomas Givens. 
Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. 


‘Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) 


Barker, Stephen (V.) 
Barnes, John (V.) 


Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (V.) 


Buzacott, Richard (W A.) 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 
Earle, Hon. John (T.) 
Fairbairn, George (V.) 
Ferricks, Mvles Aloysius (Q.) 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) 
Gardiner, Hon. Albert (N.S.W.) 
Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) 
Grant. John (N.S.W.) 
Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) 
Guy, James (T.) 
Henderson, George (W.A.) 
Keating. Hon. John rienry (T.) 
*]Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) 


Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.' 
Maughan, William John Ryott (Q. 
1Mc Dougall, Allan (N.S.W.) 
Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S.W.) 
tMulcahy, Hon. Edward (T.) 
Needham, Edward (W.A.) 
Newland, John (S.A.) 
O’ Keefe, Hon. David John (T.) 
O’Loghlin, Lieut.-Col. Hon. James Vincent, 
V.D. (S.A.) 
Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) 
Plain, William (V.) 
Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S.W.) 
Reid, Matthew (Q.) 
Rowell, Col. James, C.B. (S.A.) 
Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 
Senior, William (S.A.) 
Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) : 
' Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 


1 Appointed Temporary Cheirman of Committeer. 12th Jvrly.1917.——* Resignation rerorted. 20th December, 191%. 
+ Appointed by State Parliament, 15th January, 1919.——Sworn 26th June, 1919. 


f the 
try. The man who takes the skins 


doing so, was cut out. under Mr. F. 
ughes’ scheme, Mr. Hughes wanted 


firms who killed stock, obtain the 
from them,-take them ‘direct to his 
2 a ‘convert the wool into wool 
| Ao that for some 


ot ween a ae on the 
_ Bales yf sheepskins. They set themselves, 


to prevent Mr, Hughes Heh getting 
ana succeeded in eras 2 a 


| a company, and went into the 
market as a purchaser of live stock, 

Mr. McWi1aMs.—He beat the Wool 
Jommittee and the whole lot of them. 

Tupor.—This business goes back 
ars before the Wool Committee. 
ae caved to kill stock veo 


niry. 
r. HECTOR LAMOND. —Who said 


lena to your statement. 


ese LAMOND. So far as 
| pues aa aa Dane as dt 
about ne Central Wool Committee. 

I have 


inc the. manner > 


“have indicated. _ Thus it was 


St Pane member for Yarra (Mr. 
e ay us hin an interested butcher 


Mr, 


big parasitical intel he oe ah 
Wales. 


is them, and obtains a commission 


direct to the carcass butchers and 


“Lhe | 


ibed; and it met with the opposition — 


~ proceeding, and, indeed, 


Deion N either is N ew 


Mr. 
South Wales is rapidly becoming a mere 
suburb of Victoria; but we shall alter 
that before this Parliament is very much . 
‘older. Mr. Hughes established his in- 
dustry in the manner I have described, 


_and he operated in the markets of Sydney 


and Melbourne, and got his skins, and so 
on. Then ihe war broke out and the 
Central Wool Committee was” formed. | 
The first document which I saw in 
connexion with that Committee is Tat 


South \ 
HECTOR LAMOND. — Nee | 


‘ 


interesting. It had to do with the oe j 
casion when a representative of the car- 


cass butchers came to Melbourne to object 
to the agreement then existing. In the — 
interview between that representative and. 
‘Sir John Higgins, as Chairman of the 
Committee, the latter laid down the prin- 
eiples which he held should guide thé 
Committee; and he defended that first 
agreement to the last ditch. That is to 


say, he defended the agreement against 
the carcass butchers and in favour of the 
Then came a sudden 
have — 


wool-tops people. 
reversion. Mr. Hughes must 
ane somebody, and we all know that — 
offend persons having autocratic 
powers sometimes costs one a great deal 
of money. Thereafter followed the de- 
cision that Mr. Hughes would have to” 
conduct his business in an entirely dif- 
ferent manner from that which had been 
his custom. He would not be allowed to 
derive any advantage from going into oe 
stock market 
Mr. Pagu.—Why should he not be ex: 
auded from sending his skins” away? — 
Every one else in the community was. x 
Mr. Rirxy.—No. — 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND—The hon- _ 


orable member is right and wrong. The 
position which the honorable member for 
Maranoa (Mr. Page) has set out is one 
which has been voiced already to-day. 
Undoubtedly, they did close up the wool- 


scourers in the country, and I have seen 


no justification for-that. 

Mr. Lyncu.—lt was a monstrous act 
of tyranny. 

Mir. HECTOR LAMOND. —That was 
so; and I-voiced my objection to such a 
in regard to 


= rm 
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similar activities of all the Committees. 
We. have certain powers because of the 
war; but the exercise of those powers 
should have been confined to the objects 
of the war. These Committees have no 


right to impose their will on any in- 


dustry. As the hour is late, I ask leave © 


to continue my remarks at a later stage. 
Leave granted; progress reported. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
EXPEDITION oF BusINESS. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Muinister 
for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [10.387].—I move— 


That the House do now adjourn. 


I ask honorable members to assist me in 
expediting the passage of the measure 
which has just been discussed. A good deal 
of latitude has been permitted to-day to 
enable honorable members to express 
themselves on the general principles in- 
volved, and I think I am now entitled to 
ask that they shall restrict their further 
remarks as far as possible so that the Bill 
may be passed to-morrow. 

Mr. Hrees.—You have no other busi- 
ness. 

Mr. GROOM.—There are important 
Bills waiting: There is one dealing with 
the moratorium, and another relating to 
science and industry; and there are still 
others which are quite ready to be sub- 
mitted. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

House adjourned at 10.39 p.m. 


* 


Wouse of Wepresentatioes 
Friday, 25 July, 1919. 


Mr. Speaker (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 11 a.m., and read 
prayers. ; 

SHIPBUILDING. 

Contracts wits Britisa Firms— 

NAUTICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


Mr. HIGGS.—I desire to ask the Act- 
ing Minister for the Navy when he first 
received information with regard to the 
contract said to have been entered into 


Adjournment. [REPRESENTATIVES.] Shipbuilding. 


by the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) for 
the construction of certain vessels in Eng- 
land at a cost of £2,000,000? 


Mr. POYNTON.—1I stated yesterday 
that I had not detailed information of 
the cost of those ships. 


Mr. Hiees.--Then. the honorable 
gentleman does not know whether the 
contract has yet™been signed ? 


Mr. POYNTON.—I think the honor- 
able member had better give notice of his 
question. 


Mr. BOYD.—Will the Acting Attor- 
ney-General place on the table of the 
House copies of the cablegrams which 
passed between the Acting Prime Muin- 
ister (Mr. Watt) and the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) on 10th March last, 
as the result of an interview that-I had 
with the Acting Prime Minister regard- 
ing the purchase of ships for Australia 
at that time? 


Mr. GRCOM.—I am not aware of the 
contents of the cablegrams, but will 
inquire and furnish the honorable 
member with a reply on Wednesday 
next. . 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I ask the Acting 
Minister for the Navy, in connexion with 
tenders invited for the supply of nautical 
scientific instruments for ships now being 
built in Australia for the Commonwealth, 
whether special consideration will be 
given to Australian manufacturers for the 
supply of these goods? 


“Mr. POYNTON.—I may state in reply 
to the honorable member that the policy 
of the Government is to give every con- 
sideration to Australian manufacturers in 
respect of all requirements’ in connexion 
with the construction of ships. Some 
articles which cannot be obtained here 
must be secured from abroad. 
that can be obtained here are being pur- 
chased in Australia unless prohibitive 
prices are asked for. 


RETIREMENT OF THE CHIEF 
2 JUSTICE. : 


Mr. CORSER.—Has the Acting At- 
torney-General any information to give 
as to the impending retirement of the 
Chie Justice? ! 


Articles 


a 5 a re eee ee ee \ 
_Retinement ee Chief Fustice: ‘28 - ULY, 1919.) “Restrictions on Aliens. 10995 - 


is a GROOM. ‘The ouscnene fas” 


received and accepted the resignation of 
the Chief Justice, Sir Samuel Griffith, 

_ which is to date from 3lst August next. 
No steps have yet been taken for the ap- 

- pointment of a successor, but I am sure 


the House will permit me to say that it . 


will be learned with regret that His 
Honour is retiring from the high and 
dignified office which he has filled with 
such conspicuous advantage to the public 
and the Commonwealth since the crea- 
tion of the Court. Before accepting that 
office, he had a distinguished career: both 
as a statesman and as a Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Quéensland, and had 
earned a wide reputation. On his ap- 
‘pointment to the High Court bench, he, 
with his colleagues of the Judiciary had 
cast upon him highly important duties 
associated with the interpretation of the 
Constitution, and the growth and de- 
velopment of the Commonwealth has been 
so rapid that his work of recent years 
has been enormously increased. In the 
exercise of his functions, the Chief Jus- 
_ tiee has undoubtedly brought to bear 
_ upon every case heard by him the 
_. strictest impartiality, deep research, and 
_ profound learning, and a ripeness of 
_ judgment begot of great experience in 
many offices. As Chief Justice of Aus- 
tralia, Sir Samuel Griffith has upheld the 
highest traditions of the British Judi- 
 ciary, and has preserved the noblest 
ideals of the administration of justice 
~ so well recognised throughout the British 
realm. His resignation will be received 
_with deep regret everywhere in Australia, 
and the wish will go out from the people 
generally that the remainder of his life 
may be passed in peace and comfort. 


Mr. HIGGS.—Will the Acting Attor- 
ney-General state whether the Govern- 
ment propose to follow the old practice 

_of appointing as successor to the present 
Chief Justice a member of the Bar, or 
_ do they propose to give due consideration 
to the claims of present members of the 
High Court bench ? 


Mr. GROOM.—In making the appoint- 
ment the Government will take into con- 
sideration the qualifications of | those 
whom they think to be fitted to fill so 

high and responsible an office. 
ine LO B 2 


DAY SITTINGS » OF PARLIAMENT. 


‘Mr. MAHONY.—Is_ ‘the Minister’ et 


charge of the House aware of the ex- 


treme danger to which peaceful citizens _ 
who have to traverse the streets of Mel- — 
bourne after dark are subject, and oils 
view of that fact will the Government — 
arrange for day sittings of Parliament so 


that honorable members may reach their 


homes before dark, and avoid the risk of 


being molested in the streets? Failing 


‘that will the Government take the neces- — 
sary steps to provide honorable members ~ 


= ‘ $$$ $$ Ae 
= * > 

‘ oe 
A 


with a suitable escort to insure their : a 


safety ? 


Mr. GROOM.—I am nob awa Heume! 


the conditions of the streets of Melbourne © 
are as bad as the honorable member sug- 
gests. The only conclusion I can come 
to is that the honorable gentleman’s 
beauty constitutes a source of risk to : 


himself. Le 


RESTRICTIONS ON ALIENS. 


Mr. LATRD SMITH.—will the Min- : 


ister for Home and Territories state whe- 


ther it is a fact that foreigners other a 


than colcured persons are allowed to 
enter Australia without having to pro- 


duce a passport, or any restriction ree 


imposed ? 


/Mr. GLYNN.—Subject to a few ex: pe 
ceptions, no person is allowed to land in 


Australia without a passport. The wives — 
of returned soldiers, for instance, do not. 


come within that rule; but, “speaking ~ 


generally, not only aliens, but others, 
are obliged to produce a passport before 


being permitted to land. 


he 


WHEAT POOL. 


Finat WHEAT PRicEs—ComMISsions— 
CoNnSTRUCTION OF SILOS.  —_— 


Mr. SAMPSON.—Will the Acting 
Leader of.the House request the Central 


_ Wheat Board to make an early announce- 
ment as to the final prices that wheat in 


the various Pools is expected to realize so 


that growers who are holders of scrip — 


may not place such scrip on the open 


market, and for want of eee on. 


the subject sell it at reduced prices. 


j 


/ 


10996 Wheat Pool. 
Mr. GROOM.—I shall bring the mat- 
ter immediately before the responsible 
Minister, and see what can be done. 
- Mr. LECKIE-—Is it a fact, as seems 
to have been disclosed by evidence given 
in Sydney, that members of the Austra- 
lian Wheat Board have been granting 
themselves commissions for carrying out 


their functions as managers of the Wheat : 


Pool ? 
Mr. GROOM.—I think the honorable 
member is rather ‘anticipating that cer- 


tain statements which have been made 


are facts. I have not seen the statement 
to which he refers, but asthe matter is 
the subject of a special inquiry by an 
impartial tribunal, I think it would be 
better to await the decision of that 
tribunal. 

Mr. Lecxie.—I was not referring to 
that. 

Mr. GROOM.—Perhaps the honorable 
member will be good enoues to repeat 
his question. 

Mr. LECKIE.—The statement has ap- 
peared that the evidence given before the 
Wheat Board in Sydney has disclosed 
that members of the Advisory Board 
managing the Australian Wheat Pool 
have been granting themselves commis- 
sions on the sale of wheat. Does the 
Minister think that is advisable in the 
interests of Australia ? 

- Mr. GROOM.—4J apologize to the hon- 

orable member for having misunderstood 
his question when first stated. I thought 
he was referring to certain State agents. 
Obviously, I am not in a position to ex- 
press an opinion upon statements. which 
apparently have only been reported in a 
condensed way in the press. If the hon- 
orable member will give notice of his 
question, I will make inquiries. 


Mr. RILEY.—Is the Acting Treasurer 
prepared to make a statement as to the 
amount of money which the Treasury has 
supplied for the construction of silos? 
Can the honorable gentleman state what 
progress has been made in their con- 
struction in each State, and when their 
construction is likely to be completed? 

Mr. POYNTON.—Ii the honorable 
member will put his question on the 
notice-paper, and give me the oppor- 


tunity to obtain the necessary Lebeleag 


tion for him, I shall do so. 


(REPRESENTATIVES + ‘supply . Wire Netting. 


Pood Ferg gh, ea eee 


oe =e, . 
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INFLUENZA OUTBREAK AT 
PENTRIDGE,. 

Mr. 
charge of the House aware that the m- 
fluenza epidemic is raging at Pentridge, 
and, since men have been committed to 


that prison of recent date, will he make 


representations to the State authorities 


that the risk of sickness should not be 2 


added to the discomforts of prison hfe? 


Mr. GROOM.—This is entirely a mat- a 


ter of State administration: 


Mr. Fenton.—But the ‘Government — 
could make representations to the State — 
authorities. = 

Mr. GROOM.—I have not heard of an 


outbreak of influenza at Pentridge, but I 


presume the honorable member bases his — 
question on definite information in his 


possession. 

Mr. Fenton.—I do. 

Mr. GROOM.—TI shall have the honor- 
able member’s statement at once brought 


ties. 
FOOD SHORTAGE IN PAPUA. 


Mr. BOYD.—Is the Minister for 
Home and Territories aware of the ve 
serious position at Rabaul, Samara, 
and Port Moresby, owing to the want of 


food, and, if so, is he taking steps to at 


once supply the shortage ? 
Mr. GLYNN.—I am aware of the difi- 
culty We received a.wireless telegram 


on Wednesday explaining the position, 


and arrangements are being made for 
rationing, if necessary, 
despatch of whatever food supplies are re- 
quistte. 
Papua—— 
Mr. Boyp.—-People there are starving. 
Mr. 


yulte as bad as that. We took action 


TRENTON. ee in 


under the notice of the proper authori- . 


and for the 


There has been a drought oe 


fea! 


GLYNN.—The position is not o 


as soon as the first wireless message was — 


received. 


SUPPLY OF WIRE NETTING. — 


Lié.-Colonel ABBOTT.—Will the Min- — 
ister for Trade and Customs inform the 
House what action has been, or will be, — 


taken in the near future by ‘the Govern- 


ment to procure an adequate supply ‘One. 


wire netting for rabbit-proof fencing pur-_ 
poses, and to insure its supply ab & 
reasonable price. 


as the Government up fe ia pre- 


sent. to secure wire netting, for the © s 


m that we could only buy in the 
= open market exactly as any importer 


ight do. The reason why supplies of 
netting are so scarce atthe present time 


is.that there is a falling market. No 


one desires to operate in a large way on a 


falling market, since those who did so° 


would find themselves landed eventually 
ith stock bought. at high prices which 
they would have to seix in competition 
with wire netting bought at low prices. 
ie Government would be in exactly the 
ame position if it purchased wire. netting 

at the present time. I am glad to be 
_to say, however, that within the 

; six weeks or so a very large plant 

_ be in operation in Australia 

h. will be able in a very short time 


Gauicneee in wire 
es the wire is drawn, the 


ee OF - ee Bi edecene: 


FINLAYSON. —In view of a 

nt appearing in the press that it 

| proposed to introduce hares into the 
orth rn Territory, I ask the Minister 
1e and Territories whether this is 
berpere of eens wee food 


N Soy ‘Territory Ete I shall 
rd qui iries, and let the honorable 
LOW the result next Wednes- 


spect g for ‘minerals in the Northern 
ey! ) 


. GLYNN. Within the limits of a 


_ the total es which is, ae ine. 


pr mere & were aan for three par- 
eet 8, but two nave been. sent oe to the 


AUSTRALIA. 
Mr. FOWLER.—I ask 


“Minister for the Navy, in v 
hardship and expense caused 


Ssh in oversea. ships, int 


the Eastern ports, will ne give ins 
‘tions that the practice shall cease, 
goods be delivered at the DO 
they are consigned ? 

Mr. POYNTON. —It the 


in Ha thaw 


THE MINISTRY. 


Mr. GGS.—I ask. the- M 
charge of an House if there is ar 
in he statement that Senator 


that the fae Prime Minister. a 


4 


Watt) is also about ‘to resign oe 


Ministry breaking up? es 
Mr. GROOM. pee honorable : en ak 


tive of his ey aspicadina a a 

tions, I have not heard of 

tion to resign of the members of the M 
istry to whom he hag referred. 

plenty of virility in the Min str} 
they are prepared to battle on, 
their duty to Australia. te 


: AVIATION. 
Prize ror Fiicht FRom Gra 
; to AUSTRALIA. : : 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—An anno 
ment was ale some time oe 


flicht from rest Bevan to "Aust 
I should like to know if on prog: 
been made in the matter. Wh 
we expect a statement as to 
likely to be Sone : 


ber will Bea: othe of his questi 
shall have inquiries made, — nd see h 


_ the matter A fooack 


ae -Propori ONAL REPRE SENTATION FOR 


Electoral. — TRE 
ELECTORAL. 


SENATE. 


Pee WIGGS—T ack the Minigits for 


-Home and Territories whether, in view of 


the possibility, if not the probability, of 


an early Federal election, he will imme- 


diately introduce the Bill which the Go- 


vernment propose to submit to Parlia- 


ment to bring about proportional repre- 
sentation for the Senate. 


Mr, GLYNN.—In answer to the honor- 
able gentleman I may say that the par- 
ticular Bill which will be introduced will 
come on at the most favorable oppor- 
tunity, which will depend largely upon 
the extent to which we subordinate dis- 
cussion in this House to the public in- 
terests. 


POST AND TELEGRAPH DEPART- 
MENT. 


| 
EXTENSION oF FacILITIES To CoUNTRY 


DISTRICTS. 


Mr. LECKIE.In view of the substan- 


tial profit disclosed by the operations of 


his Department, brought about by his 


_ careful management, will the Postmaster- 


see OL 
try, and people generally in the matter 
_ of post and telegraph facilities. 
_know that there is any necessity to do so, 
, oe my sympathies have always been 
_ with the people of the back districts. I 

have represented as large a constituency 


esti 


_ General now consider the desirability of 
_ altering the policy of restricting the facili- 
_ ties provided for small country districts ? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—In reply to the hon- 
orable member, I should like to say, in re- 
gard to the last part of his question, that 


there is no legitimate foundation for his 
statement, as the Department has not re- 


stricted perce that were obtainable be- 
fore my advent to the office of Postmaster- 
General. Further, I wish to say that the 
credit balance shown is the balance for 
1918, and the Treasurer has that money. 
ec omiie members are aware that the 
Treasurer is as accessible to their appeals 
in this HouseasI am. ‘The Acting Prime 


Minister (Mr. Watt) has promised that 
he will 


consult with me on_ the 
general proposition of the treatment 
the people in the back coun- 


I do not 


of country people as 
the House. 


~ Mr. Braxetey.—One “canhoeig: ‘that ss 


the honorable. gentleman’s sympathy is 
practical. Ne 


ar ; 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The Aches oye 
Minister has promised to see me and con- 
sult with regard to the future, but he has 
not been able to do so for reasons of 
which honorable members are aware. 4 

.. QUESTIONS. 3a 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Ww. Elliot By 
J ohnson ).—I ‘take this opportunity to 
again remind honorable members that — 
irregular debates. on questions are Re 
quite out of order. I have several 
times called attention to the prevalence of 
the practice which, if it continues, will — 
place me in the very unpleasant position aan 
of having to curtail the questions put — 
without notice. I do not wish to do that — 
unless I am obliged to do so. It is not 
in accordance with parliamentary prac- cs 
tice for questions to involve the House in 
irregular debates. | Questions are » de 
signed to ask for information on admini- 
strative affairs from the Ministers. in 
charge of the various Departments. 
Answers to questions should not involye — 
cross firing or comment by honoree 
members, I ask honorable members to 
permit Ministers to reply to their a 
tions without comment. ee ese 


Ae 


“as, 


ay 
re pre oli  £ Ed % 


PEACE CELEBRATIONS. __ 

Usr or Pariiament Hovusst Str 
Mr. BOYD.—I desire, sir, to as 
a question without notice. On Friday 


last a notice appeared in the evening 
pape, published. in Melbourne, ation 


day, the geld passes issued to mete 
of this Parliament would not be oe 


building ?: 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon) 
Johnson).—I may inform the 
member that I did not 
notice in the newspaper to 


Amusements Tax. 


; Shas referred, but the matter was men- 
= tioned to me. It was also reported to 
me that some honorable members had 
_ been interfered with by military officers 
on duty at the time, under the instruc- 
tion, apparently, ‘of officers 
é specially in charge of the function on 
“Saturday. An attempt was made to 
prevent certain honorable members enter- 
ing the building, even, in some cases, 
' where they showed their gold passes. I 
may point out that permission to use 
the steps of Parliament House for func- 
. tions outside ‘of those associated with 
Parliament itself, is given, always subject 
to the reservation that the rights of 
honorable members to free ingress to and 
egress from the building should be 
strictly respected. When complaint was 
made to me that members had been re- 
‘ fused access to the building by military 
officials, I informed the officer in charge 
that such interference could not be per- 
mitted. Since honorable members in- 
formed me that interference with them 
had taken place I have written to the 
_ State Commandant, Brigadier-General 
Brand, bringing the matter under his 
notice, and expressing the hope that my 
intimation would be sufficient to prevent 
_a Yecurrence of anything of the kind in 
_ the future. J may add that both the 
President of the Senate, and myself, have 
insisted on the observance of the -con- 
» dition regarding the rights and privileges 
_ of members in connexion with previous 
functions for which we gave permission 
_ for the use of the parliamentary build- 

~ Ings. 


AMUSEMENTS TAX. 
Patriotic ENTERTAINMENTS. 


aE ie: HECTOR LAMOND.—dJust be- 
fore the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 

Watt) took ill I brought under the 

notice of the House the case of patriotic 

societies, which it is sought to make liable 

_ to the-amusements tax, on the ground that 

the expenses of entertainments promoted 

by them exceeded 50 per cent. of the pro- 

ceeds. Has any consideration been given 
to this matter? 

Mr. POYNTON.—The matter has not 
ome under my notice, but I shall make 
_ inquiries, and inform the honorable mem- 
ber as to the result. 
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placed - 


Budget. 


Tidusiran Unrest ee 10999 


Mr. TUDOR hed the Acting: Prime 
Minister, upon notece— 

As the war-time profits tax will not be oy 
lected from 30th June last, and the increased © 
land tax will be payable only up to that date, 
do the Government intend to take action in 
the direction of abolishing the present amuse- — 
ment tax, which was said to be only a OR 
measure? ‘i . 


Mr. GROOM.—The answer to ‘the ; 
honorable member’s question 1s as aos | 
lows :— ss 

The war-time profits tax, in respect of the. 
years 1917-18 and 1918- 19, will be collected 
in the years 1919-20 and 1920- 21 respectively. 
The question of continuing the increased land 
tax and the present amusement tax will be 
considered in connexion with the fomthea 


INDUSTRIAL UNREST. 
Nattonat ConFERENCES. 


Mr. BURCHELL asked the Acting ae 
Prime Minister, wpon notice— - es 
1, Whether it is a fact that the nner 
Government, in February last, convened a 
National Conference of representatives of | 
manufacturers and employees to consider and 
advise them (the Imperial Government) re- 
garding the ‘causes of industrial unrest, and — 
the best means to .re-absorb demobilized 
soldiers in civil employment? eae 
2. Is it a fact that Canada is now convening oe 
a similar Conference in that Dominion? ee ae 
3. Will the Government agree to the conven- — f 
ing of a Conference of representatives of manu- | 
facturers and workers throughout Australia 
with a similar object? : 


Mr, GROOM.—The answers to the 1 
orable member’s questions are as follow -— 


1. Beyond a statement regarding the matter — 
which appeared in the press, the Government — 
have received no official advice of such a Con- 
ference. gate ie 

2. I am unaware. ye ota 

3: The Government have, for some tenes ‘eon 
endeavouring to arrange for such a Confer- ; 
ence, and hope to make an early a ; 
ment. é, 


KALGOORLIE TO PORT aoe 
RAILWAY: CAPITAL COST. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER asked the 
Minister for Works and Railways, vee 
notice— 

1. What is the actual capital cost: ve tie 
East-West railway, inclusive of land, build- 
ings, rolling-stock, and other equipments, also 


interest during construction, to 30th Panes 
1919? 
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2. Is the interest on capital, from whatever 
source, charged against the operations of the 
said railway at current rates during the re- 
spective loan periods on a proper commercial 
basis? 

3. What other prospective liabilities are in 
contemplation? 

4, If any, to what amount? 

5. What proportion of revenue since the 
opening of the railway is (a) from the pub- 
Hie; (0) from departmental bookkeeping re- 
yenue for constructional or similar purpose. 


Mr. GROOM.—The answers to the 
honorable member's questions are as fol- 
low :— 


1, The actual cost of the ce Aaeatian 
railway, inclusive of lands, buildings, rolling- 
atock, and other equipment, to 14th June, 1919 
(thé latest date to which returns have been 
received) is £6,791,340. 

2, The practice, as far as the State rail- 
ways are concerned, is for interest not-to be 
charged until the line has been taken over in 
working order. The revenue received goes to 
meet working expenses, which at present ex- 
ceed returns; later on, any excess over work- 
ing expenses will wo towards payment of 
interest. 

8 and 4. Submissions have been made in con- 
nexion with the Estimates of Expenditure for 
1919-20, which are now under consideration. 

5, (a) £239,437 12s. 10d. (1st November, 

1917, to 3lst May, 1919). 
(6) £27,445 18s.'9d. (1st November, 1917, 
to 3lst May, 1919). 


DECLARATION OF PEACE. 
Rerease or “ Porrricat” 


Mr, TUDOR (for Dr. Maroney) 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, wpon 
notice— 


PRISONERS. 


4. In view of the Declaration of Peace, will 
the Government consider the freeing of all 
political prisoners, including Messrs. Long, 
Seminoff, and Freeman? 

2: Failing the above, will the Australian- 
born oe prisoners be liberated? 


. GROOM.—The extent of the re- 
missions made by the Government on the 
occasion of the Peace celebrations has 
already been announced. 
sideration will ~be given to individual 
cases where the Government are satisfied 
that such consideration is called for. The 

*Government do not, however, recognise 


the existence of a class of |, prisoners | 


known as “political prisoners.” As re- 
gards Mr. Seminoff, it is understood that 
he was liberated on 21st instant, 


Declaration of Peace. (REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


Further con- ‘ 


War Service Homes. : 
WAR SERVICE HOMES. 
Purcuase or Marertats, ~ 
Mr. BAYLEY asked the Minister re- 


presenting the Minister for Repaeriaion, 
upon notice— : 


1. Whether the Department is contemplating 
purchasing abroad certain materials necessary — 


for the construction of houses under the War 


Service Homes Act? 
2. If so, what is the nature of the materials? 
3. Could not many, if not all, of these be 
secured in Australia, thus giving employment — 
to, amongst others, many returned soldiers? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The Government 
are certainly inquiring as to supplies 
which are available, with a view to meet- 
ing their needs, but local products will 
be used to the fullest extent possible. 


PUBLIC SERVICE 
ORGANIZATIONS, 


Mr. BLAKELEY asked the Acting 


Prime Minister, upon notice— 


1. Whether it is a fact that representatives 
of the Public Service organizations are being 
penalized by the Acting Public Service Com- 
missioner, in consequence of absence on autho- 
rized leave, without pay, in connexion with 
matters pertaining to the Interpretation Board 
and Arbitration Court, first, by the loss of a — 
day’s annual leave for every day’s absence in 
excess of twenty-six days, and, in addition, by 
deferment of increment for all absence in ex- 
cess of-thirty days? . 

2. If so, will the Minister inform the House _ 
as to the particular provisions of the Public 
Service Act or regulations under which such ~ 
action is taken, and whether such is in aceord — 
with the desire of the Minister in such e 
matters; and he e 

3. In view of the fact- that the represen- 
tatives referred to are adopting constitutional ~ 


means for the settlement of industrial matters — 
in dispute, will the Minister take the neces- — 


sary steps to have the penalty restrictions re- 
moved ? as 


Mr. GROOM. Inquiry will he made. 


INCOME TAX: DEDUCTIONS FOR 
DEPENDANTS. 


“Mr, BAYLEY. “asked.” the Treasurer, S 
upon notice— 


Why. contributions to dependants are eae 
mitted as deductions from the taxable income ~ 
of bachelors and widowers, but are not recog- 
nised in the case of married nies ne 


~ 


—~ 


t 


Wheat Board. 


Mr. POYNTON.—The Commissioner 


of Taxation has supplied the following 
information :-— 


_ The question does not correctly state the law. 
The Income Tax Assessment Act allows a de- 
duction of £26 in respect of each ehikd who is 
under the age of sixteen years at the begin- 
ming of the financial year, and who is wholly 
maintained by a taxpayer who is not an ab- 
sentee. This deduction applies to all persons, 
whether married or single, who actually main- 
tained children under sixteen years of age. 
The law also provides that, in the case. of 
married persons and persons who have rela- 
tives by -blood, marriage, or adoption, towards 
whose maintenance they have contributed, at 
least, £26 during the year in which the tax- 
able income was derived, the diminishing 
general exemption of £156 shall be deducted 
from the total income. The diminishing gene- 
ral exemption in the case of persons who are 
not married and who have no dependants is 
only £100. 


PEACE CELEBRATIONS: SYDNEY. 


Mr. BLAKELEY asked the Actimg 
Prime Minister, woon notice— 
1. Whether it is a fact that the Common- 


wealth Government were represented on the 
Peace celebration at Sydney by Hugh J. 


*- Ward? 


2, If-so, is this gentleman a citizen of Aus- 
tralia or America? 

3. Before America came into the war, did 
he register as an alien, and under what name 


and title? 


4, What is the total amount paid for the 
services of bands during the Peace celebrations 
in Sydney? 

5, Is it a fact that the services of returned 
soldiers and professional musicians were not 
included in the engagement of bands? 

6. Is it a fact that the gentleman in charge 
of the bands prevented the professional 
musicians from taking any part in the cele- 
brations, owing to the fact that there was a 
dispute between himself and the musicians in 
relation to grand opera? 


Mr. GROOM.—Jnquiry will be made. 


WHEAT BOARD. 
Assets AND Contracts: Wueat Scrip. 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for Mr. 
Austin. CHAPMAN) 
Prime Minister, wpoon. notece— 

1. In view of the public statements by the 
Australian Wheat Board recently, and prior to 


~ the last sale to the British Government, that 


2,000,000 tons of wheat were unsold and the 
overdraft of the Pool exceeded £18,000,000, 
will the Minister state what other assets exist 
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asked the Acting — 


Buiter Poot. 11001 
(besides the unsold wheat) that may be 
applied later on towards the reduction of the 
overdraft? 

2. Will the Minister inform the House 
whether all contracts for the sale of wheat ‘or 
flour by the Board have been completed and 
full payment made to the Board of the con- 
tract. prices? : 

3. In view of the fact that wheat-growers — 
holding scrip for their wheat may be misled 
and thereby induced to sacrifice their serip™ — 
below its value by statements of an official 
character which omit material facts relating 
to finance, will the Minister give directions 
that in future the Wheat Board shall show, as 
nearly as is practicable, the amounts owing 
to it on sales, &c., as well as the overdraft on 
the banking account in Australia or else- 
where? 


Mr. GROOM.—The answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :-— 


1. The Australian Wheat Board has no- 
assets except office fittings and furniture. In 
addition to unsold stocks of wheat, the State 
offices have assets of such a nature as gal-_ 
vanized iron, sterilizers, cleaning plants, 
skeleton sheds, elevators, conveyors, bag- 
mending machines, timber, inclusive of dun- ~~ 
nage, ec. 

2. There are contracts for which payment 
has not been received, as deliveries have not 
yet been made. ; 

3.1 shall submit the honorable member’s 
proposal to the Wheat Board for consideration 
and report. ee ee 


BUTTER. POOL. 
ComMoNWEALTH Bank CHarGEs. * 


*- MACKAY asked the Minister for 
> and Customs, upon notisee— 5 
Will he inform the House as to what the 
work of the supervision of the Commonwealth 
Bank consists of for which the Butter Pool 


of 1917-18. was. charged the sum = of , 
£12,765 3s. 1ld.?. 


Mr. GREENE.—The information is 
being obtained. 


MEAT INSPECTORS’ WAGES. — 


Mr. GREENE.—On the 28rd -July, 
the honorable member for Melbourne 
Ports (Mr. Mathews) asked me if I 
could inform the House as to when the 
Government intend to carry into effect 
the award made by Mr. Justice Powers 
increasing the wages of meat inspectors 
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for the Commonwealth. I am now able 
to furnish the honorable member with 
the following information :— 

The award provided that it was to be laid 
before both Houses of Parliament, and, unless 
disapproved within thirty days, was to come 
into operation retrospectively as from the Ist 
April last. Parliament was not sitting when 
His Honour Mr. Justice Powers made the 
award (about March last), but the papers re- 
lating to the award were laid before Parlia- 
ment on the 25th ultimo. Unless Parliament 
disapproved, the award would, therefore, come 
into operation from to-day inclusive.  Par- 
liament has not disapproved of the award, and 
the collectors in the several States have, there- 
fore, been instructed by urgent wire’to adjust 
at the earliest possible moment salaries and 


other payments under the award as from the- 


Ist, April last. 


~ COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES BILL. 


In Comnuttee (Consideration resumed 
from 24th July, vide page 10994): 

Clause 6 (Continuance of War Precau- 
tions (Wool) Regulations and War Pre- 
cautions (Sheepskins) Regulations). 

Upon which Mr. Hiees had’ moved 
by way of amendment— 

That the following sub-clause be added :— 

“ (4.) Notwithstanding anything appearing 
to the contrary in any Act or regulation or 
agreement, all books, vouchers and documents 
in the possession or under the control of the 
Colonial Combing, Spinning, and Weaving 
Company Limited, and Whiddon Brothers 
Limited, and relating to the purchase, manu- 
facture, and/or sale of the sheepskins, wool, 
and wool tops referred to in any agreement 
made or to be made with the said companies 
by or on behalf of the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment, shall be produced to the Auditor- 
General of the Commenwealth, who shall in- 
spect, audit and examine such books, vouchers 
and documents; and skall from time to time 
prepare and sign a report for submission 
through the Treasurer to both Houses of the 
Parliament. And the said companies shall 
facilitate in every way the checking by the 
said Auditor-General by a continuous audit. of 
all calculations made by the said companies in 
ascertaining the net earnings of the companies 
for the purposes of any agreement. It shall 
be the duty of the Auditor-General to decide 
what amounts should be credited and debited 
in order to ascertain the net carnings of the 
companies, and his decision shall be final and 
binding on ‘both parties. The Auditor-General 
may disallow any items, and such items: shall 
be omitted from the accounts. The Auditor- 
General may, by writing’ under. his hand, ap- 
point any person to exercise such powers and 
perform such duties of the Auditor-General 
ander this Act as he thinks fit.” - 


Mr.. Greene. 


~ 
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Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[11.89].—I had practically completed my 
remarks on the point with which I was 
dealing when progress was reported last 
night, and I propose to reserve any fur- 
ther comments until I submit the amend- 
ment of which I have given notice, when 
I hope to deal with the probable future 
of the company concerned under the pre- 
sent arrangement. 

Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [11.40] — 
The amendment simply asks that Parlia- 
ment shall exercise some supervision over 
the Wool Pool, and, to that end, that an 
independent auditor, appointed by the 


Government, shall have power to investi- 


gate the accounts. What is there to ob- 
ject to im such a proposal? During the 
last four years and a half the Govern- 


ment have, unfortunately, adopted the — 


course of keeping everything secret, and 
this very questionable policy has obtained 


such a hold over the Government, and the - 


Government Departments, that there is 
strong disinclination to depart from it. 


In the reconstruction period, which will 


be upon us very shortly, and may con- 


tinue for five or six years, revolutionary — 


ideas with regard to the whole of the 


trading concerns of the country, must, if 


we are to pull through, be introduced. 
One of the main factors to be considered 
is that of publicity, and the right of the 
people to know, not only how Govern- 
ment concerns, including Pools and similar 
institutions, but also trading companies 
and financial institutions generally, are 
conducted. In the present instance we 
have the extraordinary spectacle of an 
auditor, who has nothing to do with the 


Government, in such a position that he — 


is able to defy the people of Australia, 


and refuse to make ‘any documents or in- — 


formation available. Under the com- 
panies. law to-day the Government have 


not that full power which is necessary in 
this connexion; but the time is not far 
distant when the people will demand to — 
be fully informed on all such matters. — 


The present occasion offers an oppor- 
tunity to the Government to, at least, do 
something on the lines I am suggesting, 


and provide proper supervision, not.only — 
of Government affairs, but of the admin- 


istration of private capital. | 


i 


Commercial 
The auditor in the case immediately 
- before us has, as I say, practically defied 
‘the Commonwealth, and, apparently, the 
overnment do not desire to apply any 
emedy. If all is honest and above 
oard, there is no need for secrecy; but, 
infortunately, our commercial life is not 
honest, and it is only by trickery and 
fraud and the manipulation of figures 
that many companies hide their true 
position. The Government are practically 
approving of the practice of allowing 
private accountants, rather than the 
Auditor-General, to deal with what is 
essentially a national matter. The Au- 
_- ditor-General should have full and com- 
plete power to audit all the Pools affected 
by this Bill, and that power will have 
to be given sooner or later, whether or 
not the Government are agreeable. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.47|—-I agree 
with the honorable member for Franklin 
~~ (Mr. McWilliams) and the honorable 
member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), that 
_ the proposed amendment is too narrow; 
_ it should be made to apply to all: firms. 
_ With the approval of the mover (Mr. 
Higgs) I move that the following words 
_be added to the proposed new sub-clause -— 
. The Auditor-General of the Commonwealth 
r his officers shall inspect, audit, and examine 
the books, vouchers, and documents of all 
persons, firms, or companies having contracts 
with the Central Wool Committee. 

__ Any person who has read the last report 
of the Auditor-General will admit that 
_ that officer should have the power which 
_ the amendment seeks to give him. Last 
night the honorable member for [Illa- 
- warra (Mr. Lamond) said that the pro- 


_ posal for an audit by the Auditor-General - 


- would be all right if it applied to all 
firms having business with the Central 
Wool Committee. But the Colonial Comb- 
ing, Spinning, and Weaving Company 
and Whiddon Brothers occupy a different 
position from that of any other firm, in- 
_ asmuch as the Government have practi- 
-eally taken a partnership with them in 
the sale of wool tops. The honorable 


member was not correct im saying that 


the action of the honorable member for 
_ Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) was preventing 
- wool tops being made in Australia, and 
forcing the trade to Japan. The respon- 
sibility must be placed upon the Central 
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Wool Committee and upon the Govern- _ 
ment, because of the action they have 
taken. At the present time the Gou 
vernment are suing the Colonial Combing, 
Spinning, and Weaving Company, — 
which is the successor of F. W. 
Hughes Limited, for the recovery 
of about £280,000. Ti have: satoe 
quarrel with any manufacturers. <A ea. 
few years ago I visited the factory of 
F. W. Hughes Limited, and I agree that 
ut would be to the advantage of the 
Commonwealth if we could convert all 
our wool into tops before exporting it. . 
I had the privilege of supporting the first — 
Bill to give a bounty for the manufac 
ture of wool tops, and thus afford F. W. 
Hughes Limited and Whiddon ‘Brothers 
a chance to establish their industries.  _ 
Mr. Groom.—I introduced the Bill, 
_ Mr. TUDOR.—And later I introduced — 
amending Bills to extend the bounty and 
fix the labour conditions in the industry. 
But the question we are now dealing 
with is as to whether it is right that the 
Auditor-General should audit the accounts _ 
of these two firms which have made con- 
tracts with the Central Wool Committee. 
The Auditor-General and the then 
Treasurer (Lord Forrest) sought to get 
that power, but the Central Wool Com. _ 
mittee insisted upon appointing their 
own auditor. When Lord Forrest said _ 
he was not satisfied and desired a further 
audit, the Chairman of the Central Wool _ 
Committee said that the report of. their 
own auditor was final, and if the Trea. 
surer desired further information he must 
apply to the companies. That age3 
humiliating position in which to— place : 
this Parliament. As partners in the _ 
business of wool top manufacture we are 
directly interested in all the transactions. _ 
I am informed that Mr. Allard, the — 
auditor appointed by the Central Com- 
mittee, 1s paid by the Colonial Combing 
Spinning, and Weaving Company and not 
by the Commonwealth. We should have 
an independent auditor, and nobody 
could be more suitable than the ‘Auditor- 
General, in whom honorable members 
have complete confidence, Many people 
are saying that the various Pools. liave 7 
fallen into their present unsatisfactory | 
state solely because insuffici me 


: Se lent care has 
een exercised in the past management 
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of them. I believe that Mr. 
admitted before the Royal Commission in 
Sydney that 3,000,000 bushels of wheat 
have been lost from the Pool in that State. 
It is said that a mistake was made in not 
- having an audit sooner. Parliament has 
now the opportunity of insisting upon a 


proper audit of all the Pools, and if we 


fail in our duty we must take ‘the respon - 
sibility. 

Mr. Lairp Smire.—Why confine this 
proposal to the Wool Pool? 

Mr. TUDOR.—That is the only Pool 
we can deal with under the clause now 
before the Committee. But if the hon- 
orable member will move a_ similar 
amendment in regard to other Pools, I 
shall support him. No honorable mem- 
ber will say that the protest: of Lord 
Forrest was made for a party purpose. 
The Commonwealth is placed in an un- 
fair position when the auditor appointed 
by the Central Wool Committee is paid 
by the company; he is the servant of 
the company, and not of the Common: 
wealth. Why have an audit at all un- 
less it is an independent one? 

Mr. Lecxre.—Was the auditor chosen 
by the company ? 

Mr. Groom.—wNo; 
dent auditor, 

Mr. Leckir.--That makes a difference. 

Mr. TUDOR —I ask honorable mem- 
bers to deal with the amendment on its 
merits, and not to be influenced by the 
fact that it emanated from a member on 
the Opposition side of the House. My 
only purpose is to have the auditing done 
by the Auditor-General, or an officer ap- 
pointed by him, and not by a private 
auditor. 

Mr. Latrp Smira.—The . Auditor- 
General is not an official of the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. TUDOR.—He is an official of the 
Commonwealth, and is independent of 
even the Government. Parliament de- 
liberately made him so. 

Mr. Firemine.—Why does not the hon- 
orabie member let his amendment stand 
- by itself? 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am not each to 
withdraw another honorable “member's 
amendment. My proposal, which is to 
add something to the amendment sub- 

mitted by the honorable member for Capri- 


he is an indepen- 
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Grahame 


cornia (Mr. Higgs), will merely give 


effect to the request of the Auditer-Gene- 
ral and the late Lord Forrest. 
that honorable members will vote for it. 
Mr. 
coe it. 
TUDOR.—AI] the bradtis of as 

Pe esse are not covered up when Min- 
isters put on their hats. 
amended: in minor details without inflict- 
ing injury on the Ministry. It has often 


been my experience, as a Minister, to find — 
our -party voting. solidly ao 
against clauses of a Government Bill. It 


members of 


=& hope < 


Groom.—The Government cannot E s 


A Bill ean be = 


is the duty of the Committee to make — 


measures the best possible. 
ment will improve this Bill. 

Mr. 
ter for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [12.5].—I hope hon- 


GROOM (Darling-Downs—Minis- 


My amend-+ ~ 


orable members really understand what — 


would be the effect of the acceptance of — 


the proposed addition to the amendment 


submitted by the honorable member for — 


Capricornia (Mr, Higgs). 


His proposal — = 
was that the Auditor-General of the Com-— 
monwealth should have power to inspect, 


audit, and examine all books, papers, docu- _ 
ments, and vouchers of the Colonial Comb- 
ing, Spinning, and Weaving Company — 


Limited, and Whiddon Brothers Limited, 
relating to the purchase, manufacture, and 
sale of the sheep skins, wool, and wool 


tops referred to im-any agreement made or 


to be made by the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment with these companies. 


The pro- 


posal of the honorable member for Yarra ~ 


(Mr. Tudor) is 
ciple that the Commonwealth Anuditor- 
General shall have power 
not only the books, vouchers, and docn- 


to accept the prin- 


to examine — i 


ments of the two firms with whom par- 
ticular contracts have been made, but also — 


those of all persons, firms, or companies 


having contracts of any kind or descrip- 


tion with the Central Wool Committee. 


If a municipal council leases to the~ 


Central Wool Committee a piece of land, 
the Auditor-General is to be authorized 
to inspect the accounts of the munici- 
If a firm of carriers enters into 


pality. 


a contract with the Central Wool Com-— | 


mittee to carry wool, power is to be given 


to the Auditor-General to Ne all the 
books of that firm. 


» 


Commercial. 


Dr, Matonry. Yes: to find out if they 


~ “are “ going straight.” 


Mr. GROOM.—This power is to be 


=, not for any specific purpose, but, 


-as the honorable member has just said, in 
order to see if anything may be found in 
~ the books of these firms affecting the Com- 


: SPicdwresith just out of idle curiosity, to 
“ascertain if they are “ going straight.” It 


‘is a hopeless amendment, and is only put 
Stovward because, as certain suggestions 


- have been made by individual members on 


this side of the chamber, the honorable 


member hopes to catch their votes, with a 


view to getting them to go the whole way 
with him. The Wool Committee made 
contracts with Whiddon Brothers Limited 
and the Colonial Combing, Spinning, and 
Weaving Company Limited. These con- 
tracts contained the provision :— 

That all books, papers, and documents in the 
possession or under the control of the company 
and relating to the purchase, manufacture, or 
sale of the sheepskins or wool tops referred 
to shall be produced to an auditor nominated 
by the Commonwealth Government for that 
purpose. 

It was also provided that it should be 
the duty of the auditor to decide what 
amounts should be credited and debited, 


mn order to ascertain the net earnings of 


the company, and his decision should be 
_ final and binding on both parties. 
- auditor had power to disallow items. An 
independent audit was thus provided for. 
Agreement has been made with the 
Commonwealth with these two firms, and 
also with the Yarra Falls Company, and 
in each case there is provision for this in- 
dependent audit: 

Mr. Burouerz.\—Will the Minister ac- 
cept the amendment of the honorable 
member for-Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), as 
suggested to be amended by the honorable 


member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) ? 


_ made with these firms. 
been entered into whereby a certain per-. 
- gon has been appointed as auditor. 


Mr. GROOM.—No; because to do so 
would mean a violation of the contract 
An agreement has 


The 

gentleman appointed as auditor in_con- 
nexion with the agreement with the Yarra 
Falls Company is already an officer of the 
Comnionwealth Audit Office. Both 
parties have agreed to accept him as their 
auditor. As a matter of fact, he is the 


accountant of the Central Wool Com- 


Se ot Se ve! 
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mittee, and that body hie agreed to 
allow him to undertake the work. The 


“honorable member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) 
~now asks us to set aside the agreement 


we have made with firms who have, on 
the strength of those agreements, accepted 
certain persons as their auditors. I am 
prepared, on behalf of the Wool Com~ 
mittee, to give the assurance that all 
future agreements will stipulate for the 
appointment of an officer of the Com-— 
monwealth Audit. Office. = 

Mr. Fremine.— Why exclude the 
Auditor-General, who asks to be brought 
ar 3 
in = 

Mr. GROOM.—I am not excluding — 
him; but what sort of a proposition is it 
to bring him in in breach of an ee 
ment ? 

Mr. Fenron.—What odds if y we do com- 
mit a breach of an agreement in order to 
secure the Commonwealth! - 

Mr. GROOM.—Is that the idea? That 
is a nice “scrap of paper” argument. 
Under the agreement. with the~Colonial 
Combing, Spinning, and Weaving Com- 
pany Limited, Mr. G. M. Allard was ap- 
pointed as independent auditor, and be- 
cause of his commercial knowledge and 
capacity to enter into the imtriecacies of 
commercial life, and audit and investigate 
them, a more suitable officer could not 
have been chosen. 

Mr. Fremine.—No one will object to 
him. - 

Mr. GROOM.—tThis is a letter sent 
from the Treasury; and signed by Mr. 
Cerutty, the Assistant. Secretary to the 
Treasury :— ae 
: 25th April, 1918. 

On the 6th November last, the late Treasurer — 
addressed to the Prime Minister a letter deal- 
ing with the audit of accounts of the firms who 
are manufacturing wool tops. <A letter has 
now been received from the Auditor-General 
in which he stated he is prepared to formally 
appoint Mr. George Mason Allard to act on his 
behalf in making audits, 

Mr. Allard would also be required to certify j 
to statements and prepare reports for~ the 
Auditor-General. 

The Auditor-General considers that the alter- 
native course, namely, for one of the Audit 
Office staff to make inspections from time to 
time, would be inadvisable. 

The Treasurer concurs in the appointment of 


‘Mr. Allard as suggested, if no objection is 


raised by the Central Wool Committee or by 
your Department. 


Pep oinnone™ 


taken place, and that everything done 
was right and proper, and an independent 
audit made. The honorable member for 
Yarra has not told the Committee the 
veal inner meaning of his proposal. 
Mr. Samerson.—Will the Minister state 
‘in what way the agreement would be 
varied by authorizing the Auditor-Gene- 
ral to make the same investigation into 
these accounts as he does into Govern- 
Me accounts gencrally ? 
Mr. GROOM.—It is not necessary in 
Ps a case. 
- Mr. Samrson.—How will it affect the 
- agreement? 


the activities mentioned in this Bill—the 
Butter Pool,-the Central Wheat Board, 
the Central Wool Committee, and the 
Flax Committee—are subject to audit by 
the Auditor-General, but this particular 
transaction is outside the ordinary course 
‘of the Auditor-General’s work. 
Mr. Manony.—Why? : 
Mr. GROOM.—It is an agreement 
‘under which the Commonwealth and the 


and certify the accounts between them. 
For some reason or other, certain hon- 
‘orable members want to tear up this 
agreement and put something in its place. 
1 have given honorable members the as- 
surance that, in future agreements, it can 
abs at pulated that the Auditor-General, 
Yor some person appointed by him, shall 
- conduct the audit. 

Mr... West.—The Government will be 
out of office then. | 
Mr. GROOM.—Then, if the tisneiuble 
nember is in my ‘place, he can do it, so 
no harm cam arise. 

Mr. Greenn—If you did that, the 
obabilities are that exactly the same 
n would be doing the work. 

Mr, GROOM.—That is quite pelghie. 
- would impress upon honorable mem- 
bers that this Wool Committee was con- 
tuted for the management of an enor- 


us oe Cats one ae ee its 


the IT point out these org ju 
ers in order to show that no Aa } 
an be’ formed that anything sinister has 


Mr. GROOM.—The operations of all 


tions in whieh the Government 1 
other parties to the contract share the 


x Front and the parties agree that a cer- 
tain person shall be the auditor to audit. 


'pleased with the 


therefore 
stand by ‘the Bill as it is now 
gives sufficient Be ei an 


cannot andorstant why 
Leader of the Government has: a S 


Fen’ 


preatiine officer. 1 sient -underst 
that the duties of the Auditor-Gen 
included- the supervision of all 


ee and Governments hee mad 
ereat error. We all know that the ge 
dentin who has been named is an es 
able cagizen, and I have nothing on 
ae Tee Hira as an indisidoey ote, 


for them, serve two nae 
he serve the Government andy 
panies’ with whom he is 
connexion? The Committee oug 
honorable 
for Capricornia (Mr. Hi 
moving the amendment. If \ 
pasos ae ase 


Ones in ae matter, 1 
would. aye them te Bela 


Sa A Nate ' 


sory view, the ordinary citizen Paulie 
pt to conclude that there must be 
omething behind the anxiety that has 
en shown to retain the present system 
audit. Why is the Minister so con- 
cerned ? He spoke longer on this clause 
an I have known any other Munister 
take on any clause of a Bill going 
ough Committee. He has employed 
‘his legal talent and all the ability 
possesses, if he has any, to prove to 
fio, Committee that the. supervision of 
these accounts should not be handed over 
;o the Auditor-General, who is the repre- 
mtative cf the people ‘of Australia, and, 
far as the accounts of the Public De- 
artments are concerned, stands actually 
above Ministers. If the Auditor-General 
is not called in, what safeguard has Par- 
 liament got? I remember the time when 
e State Parliament had no Auditor- 
General, but when the first Common- 
wealth Government was formed,. one of 
first acts was to appoint an ‘Auditor- 
i That officer is necessary to 
atch at operations of these friendly 
fentlemen who, the Minister says, are 
such keen business fellows. If I had 
ansacticns with the Government, I 
ould like always to appoint my own 

or. I guarantee that he would be 
favorable to me than to the other 
_ If he did not do the business just 
wanted it done, I would not keep 
ee sare tor is pe paid servant Ne 


comes S. 20 through the accounts of ie 
various Boards that the Government have 
ae appointed, and that have been operating 
during the war period, two or three audi- 
 tors-general will be required. So long as 

TI am a member of this House, I shall al- 
ys insist that no accounts involving 


Yommonwealth be allowed’ to pass unless 
the. Auditor-General is satisfied that they 
are correct. 
of having an Auditor-General ? He 
should supervise the accounts, not only of 
ll Government Departments, but also of 
public utilities in which the Govern- 
ment ‘is interested. If the allegation is 
+ t the Auditor-General is incapable, 
a id. od these outside business gousloras 
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ss any charge upon the Treasury of the 


Otherwise, what is the good, 
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have greater abilities! ale ae ‘not the 
Minister tell us so? ‘Why should the in- 
terests of outside people be conserved in- 
stead of the interests of the people gener-— 
ally? There must be something hidden, 
or why the anxiety displayed by the Go- — 
vernment here this morning! To my — 
mind there is something being covered 
up. It may be because the honorable 
member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) has 
been persistent in asking a number of 
ugly questions of the Government regard. 
ing a particular company. If that is t 

reason, why did not the Minister say 80 
and ask some other member to move for 
the appointment of the Auditor-General 
to supervise these accounts? The Mi 
ister should have the courage to tell us i 
that is the reason of his objection to the 
amendmeit. I do not believe the honor- 5 
able member for Capricornia’ has © any ee 
other motive than to conserve the mr, 


_ terests of the people of Australia. He is — : 


actuated by the best motives and inten- 
tions to secure the proper supervision of | 
all accounts or expenditure in which the eh 
Government and the Commonwealth are 
concerned. There is a feeling in. the = 
public mind that we have not received a __ 
sufficient return for a great deal of the ae 
money that has been poured out during ~ 


the war. It is our duty to satisfy the 


public that that is not the case, and we 


cannot do it better than by arranging for 
the supervision of all accounts by the 
Auditor-General. The Acting. Leader of 
the Government (Mr. Groom has 
put some supposititious cases. oN did 


not think that any Minister — lead- , a 
ing this National Parliament would he 
sink to such a. depth as the hon- — 


orable gentleman sank to in “making z 
the comparisons he made. this morning ve 
and suggesting the possibilities that 
would arise through the  Auditor- 

General going through these accounts. 

I am only a humble representative of the 

people, and have never had the experi- 
ence of being a Minister of the Crown; ae: 
but I would never allow such a petty 
thought as the excuse put forward by | eehies 2 
Minister to run through my mind. If | 
the public generally could only earn fol) 
the struggle being waged in this House toi st 
persuade the Government to give the 


Auditor-General a free hand, we. would . 
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have overwhelming sympathy behind our 
efforts. If the Government cannot be 
forced to accept the amendment, then 
honorable members on this side should 
not be blamed if the people look upon the 
Federal Parliament as a decayed institu- 
tion. The Auditor-General is one of the 
most important officers in the Public Ser- 
vice. In the matter of finance, and gene- 
rally having to do with the expenditure 
of national money, there is no one in the 
land above that official. Not one penny 
of the public’s money should be expended 
until and unless the Auditor-General is 
satisiied that the people will get fujl 
~ value for the outlay. It is a mystery to 
me why the Government should not 
accept the amendment. The question 
whether Mr. Allard may or may not have 
done his duty satisfactorily is altogether 
beside the mark. That individual, no 
doubt, is a friend of the vested interests : 
and I am bound to say that if I have a 
friend I make it my duty to try and keep 
him out of difficulties. But it is the 
Auditor-General who should be doing the 
work in his capacity as the friend of the 
people. Before the appointment of an 
Auditor-General in New South Wales, 
they used to buy wooden spoons out of 
loan funds. When an official was ap- 
pointed to the Auditor-Generalship, he 
was able to bring to light quite a lot of 
those little dealings. Human nature has 
not altered. since those days in Sydney, 
and the greatest safeguard which the 
public could possibly establish is that of 
proper supervision. The only way to 
keep our national accounts correct is to 
eliminate every opportunity for them to 
become incorrect. We have an Auditor- 
General who is above reproach, and I 
plead with the Government to accept the 
proposal to give him the desired supervi- 
sion. 


Mr, FLEMING (Robertson) [12.40].— 
The honorable member who has just ad- 
dressed the Committee (Mr.' West) holds 
that the amendment should be accepted 
because otherwise the Government would 
be accused of endeavouring to cover up 
some transactions which should be open to 
the light. The suggestion is that there is 
crooked work going on under the cover 


of these Pools. At first sight one eS 
be inclined to support the amendment, but 
I draw attention to two statements of the 
Auditor-General himself concerning this 
matter. 
considered the business of the wool tops, 
made the following memorandum :— 


From many points of view this business is 
in a most indefinite and -unsatisfactory posi- 
tion. 

Under the agreement between the Wool Tops 
Companies and the Government, the audit of 


the business of the Wool Tops Companies is to 


be conducted by an auditor nominated by the 
Commonwealth Government. Mr. Allard, of 
Sydney, was appointed by the Central Wool 
Committee as the auditor, the nomination by 
the Chairman of the Central Wool Committee 
being made on behalf of thé Commonwealth 
Government (see clause 16 of the agreement) . 


Correspondence has taken place between the | 


Auditor-General and the Treasury in regard | 
to the business of the companies concerned. 
The Auditor-General states that an outside 
auditor, 
cases where Commonwealth moneys are in- 
volved, is not approved by him. 

Under the agreements large sums will be - 
payable to the Commonwealth, and the Trea- 


surer expresses the opinion that it is the duty — 


The Auditor-General, having - 


not acting under his authority in — 


4 


of the Auditor-General to make the audits. of 


The Treasurer also suggested that Mr, Allard — 
might be appointed by the Auditor- ee to 
act as his deputy. . .. 


There the Auditor-General cotapleius : is 


the authority to awit those accounts is — 


being taken away from him; and if that 
had been so I would have been prepared 
to’vote against the Government upon the 
amendment. But let us examine another 
statement, as presented by Mr. ©. J. 
Cerutty, ‘Assistant Secretary to the De 
partment of the Treasury, on the manu- 
facture of wool tops— 


ee 


On the 6th November last the late Treamieee 


addressed to the Prime Minister a letter deal- 
ing with the audit of accounts of the firms who 
are manufacturing wool tops. A letter has 
now been received from the Auditor-General, 
in which he states he is prepared to formally _ 


appoint Mr. George Mason Allard to pe on bat . 


behalf in making audits. 


The Auditor-General ninaelt has- ap- s Ce i 


proved of the very man to whom he ob- — 
jected earlier. He asks that that party — 
shall be appointed. 


tor-General complains, and states that he 
is not being given a fair deal. The state- 


The auditor con- 
cerned is appointed, and then the Audi-— 


ea 


ae — Commercial 


_ ment from which I have just quoted pro- 
— ceeds— : 

~_ Mr, Allard would also be required to certify 
to statements, and prepare reports for the 
Auditor-General. 

- The Auditor-General considers that the 
alternative course, namely, for one of the 
Audit Office staff to make inspections from 
time to time, would be inadvisable. 

The Treasurer concurs in the appointment of 
Mr. Allard as suggested, if no objection is 
raised by the Central Wool Committee or by 
yeur Department. 


ree 


- The Auditor-General, whether wittingly 
- or not, has placed the Government and its 
_ supporters in an absolutely false position ; 
- and members of the Opposition are try- 
- ing to take advantage of it. 


- Mr, Ritzy.—What have we to gain by 
eit? 
- Mr. FLEMING.—I do not know. I 
do not say that the Opposition are pro- 
posing anything which might be deemed 
at all doubtful; but the course adopted 
_ by honorable members opposite, if it be 
_ based upon the second report of the Audi- 
- tor-General, becomes a false one, for the 
simple reason that the procedure taken is 
that which the Auditor-General himself 
laid down as proper. The attitude 
adopted by members of the Opposition is 
~ not honest, because one of its members, 
- the honorable member for Maribyrnong 
- (Mr. Fenton), stated a few minutes ago 
that he would break any agreement. One 
would think that we were back again in 
_ pre-war days. If an agreement is made 
~ *by the Commonwealth, whether it be to 
the benefit or the detriment of the 
Commonwealth, surely the Federal 
Parliament is honest enough to 
‘live up to such an _ agreement. 
T cannct understand how any man with 
morals of that sort is able to retain a seat 

-- in this House. Are we not to be men of 
- our word? Are we to calmly advocate 
~ the breaking of a contract or agreement 
- solemnly entered into by the Govern- 


et 


ment merely because it is believed to be. 
operating in some way against them? To 


' advance such an argument is to reduce 
~ ourselves to the level of the Hun. Our 
men went overseas to fight the Germans 
~ because of an agreement which they 
- broke, and which they spoke of as ‘‘a 
: serap of paper.”’ 3 
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Mr. Ritzy.—Cut it out. What has 
that to do with the Wool Committee? 

Mr. FLEMING.—What is to be our 
position if the violation of agreements in 
this way is to be advocated. The hon- 
orable member for Maribyrnong has. 
deliberately recommended that the Com 
monwealth should break an agreement 
into which it has entered. ©The whole 
position put here this morning is abso- 
lutely false. I rose simply to place these 
two statements by the Auditor-General 
in juxtaposition, so that the people might 
be able to see for themselves what 
methods are being adopted by the Op- 
position to destroy the Government. 

Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [12.47]—I 
fail to understand why the Government 
should object to power being given te 
the Auditor-General to investigate all 
these matters. If, as the Acting Attor- 
ney-General (Mr. Groom) has __ said, 
everything is clear and above-board, why 
should there be any objection to this 
amendment? Everything, probably, is 
quite all right. I do not for one 
moment cast any. doubt upon the Acting 
Attorney-General’s statement that the 
position in this connexion is quite satis- 
factory, but the Audit Act provides that 
the Auditor-General shall investigate and 
report upon all transactions and accounts | 
of the Commonwealth Government. Here 
we have an agreement entered into by 
the Central Wool Committee with certain 
firms to carry on the manufacture of 
wool tops. That Committee is merely 
exercising one of the functions of the 
Commonwealth Government under the 
jurisdiction of this Parliament, yet its 
operations are not to be mvestigated by 
the Auditor-General. Such a position. 
cannot stand. The Acting _Attorney- 
General has attempted to justafy his op- 
position to our proposal by pointing out 
that Mr. Allard has been selected by the 
parties concerned to audit the accounts. 
IT do not think that the honorable gentle- 
man informed the Committee that Mr. 
Allard’s fees are being paid by the particu- 
lar companies interested in this contract, 
and that the Government have no. con- 
33 over him. While everything con- 

nected with this agreement may be quite 

above-board, if we allow the principle to 

creep in that the Auditor-General is not 
{ . F 


to examine the accounts relating to such 
_ transactions, we may say good-bye to the 
ecnfidence of the people in the adminis- 
tration of the affairs of the country. The 
Auditor-General himself desires to make 
this audit, and the very fact that he has 
expressed a desire to do so should be 
sufficient to induce the Gevernment to 
give him the necessary authority. The 
late Lord Forrest, when Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth, also desired that these 
accounts should be examined by the 
Auditor-General, but the only answer we 
receive to our request is that the parties 
concerned have agreed. upon the employ- 
ment of an outside auditor, Such an 
investigation is not a sufficient security 
for the Commonwealth. We should de- 
mand that.our own Auditor-General, who 
is above suspicion, reliable, and indepen- 
dent, and who is beyond the power of 
any private company, should carry out 
this work. He has not to depend upon 
any private company for his means ol 
livelihood. 

Mr. Hiaas. — Who ever heard of a 
Government fighting its own Auditor- 
General ? : 

Mr. MAHONY.—That is a very per- 
tinent question, ; 

Mr. Groom. -— We are not dolng so, 
and the honorable member knows that. 

Mr. MAHONY.—It is strange that 
~ the Government should object to an in- 
vestigation of the accounts relating to 
these agreements by their own Auditor- 
General. The public may place a. sinister 
construction upon the attitude of the 
Ministry. ~I would not dream of imput- 
ing unworthy motives to them, but there 
is a danger of the people doing so. 

Mr. Hices.—Why was the Auditor- 
General not allowed to audit the accounts 
in connexion with the Wheat Committee 
in New South Wales? 
scandal there. : 

Mr. MAHON Y.—That seandal might 
have been avoided if the Auditer-General 
had possessed the power which we desire 
to give him in this case. The wool tops 
agreement may be quite all right, but the 
attitude now taken up by the Govern- 
ment is calculated to leave a doubt in the 
minds of the people. 


the fair name of the Commonwealth we 


demand that the Auditor-General shall 
investigate the whole of these matters. 


Commercial [REPRESENTATIVES.] Activities Bl = 8 / 


Look at the 


¥ 


/ 


Mr. Hiaes.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber know that Mr. Allard himself does 
not audit these accounts, bifseemploys a 
clerk to do so? ; | 

Mr. MAHONY.—In all. probability 
that is so. Mr. Allard stands very high 
in his profession, but we must remember 
that he has to. depend for his lying 
upon the work given him by private 
firms. The whole of the accounts of the 
Committees appointed by the Government 
to deal with shipping, wool, sugar, and 
navy matters should be subject to the 
scrutiny of the Auditor-General. Ps 

Mr. Hiaes.—Why is the Auditor- 


General allowed to audit the accounts re- - 


lating to the Government’s sugar trans- 
actions and not the accounts relating to 
the wool top deal? “ 
Mr, MAHON Y.—I do not know why . 
such a distinction should be drawn. | 
Mr. Hiees.—The Colonial Sugar Re- 
fining Company has never objected to the 
Auditor-General auditing its accounts. 
Mr. MAHONY. — That materially 
strengthens our claim in this case. 
Mr. Hices.—This refusal is an insult 
to the memory of the late Lord Forrest. 
Mr. MAHON Y.—Quite so. The Go- 
vernment are refusing to carry out the 
proposal made by him, that the Auditor- 
General should be empowered to investi- 
gate these matters. The action of the 
late Lord Forrest in demanding that such 
an audit should be made was that of an 
honorable man, who believed that he 
should hold himself above suspicion. If 
the Government desire to be above sus- 
picion, they should follow on the same 
lines. 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m. 


Mr. Hices.—I call attention to the 
state’ of the Committee. [Quorum 
formed. | | 


Mr. MAHONY.—TI have said that the 
people must lose confidence in the admin- _ 
istration of public affairs if the whole of — 
the financial operations of the Govern- 


ment are not open to the fullest inspee- 


tion by the Auditor-General. This Par- 
liament in its wisdom enacted legislation 


For the sake of # providing for an audit of the financial 


operations of the Government, but it 
would appear that the Central Wool 
Committee, by the action of its Chairman, 
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e = sie? weaee egetlodee aad ex- 
perience, who have made their mark in 
a the commercial life of Australia, aud are 
reputed to ibe men of honour. I wish to 
know whether these honorable men ap- 
prove of the action of their Chairman in 
setting at defiance, first of all, the ex- 
pressed wish of an ex-Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth, the late Lord Forrest, 
and, secondly, the expressed desire of the 
Auditor-General that he should have the 
right to thoroughly investigate all these 
matters? Surely these gentlemen could 
‘not have known that the late Lord For- 
A rest» made a direct. request that the Audi- 
tor-General should have*this right, and 
ene ‘the Auditor-General had directly 
_ asked for the authority to examine these 
. agreements. -The honorable member for 
' Grampians (Mr. Jowett) is a member of 

the Central Wool Committee. ‘He is a 

man of great business experience, and is 
reputed to be a millionaire, as the result 
of the honorable conduct of his business. 
Was he consulted on this matter as a 
member of the Central Wool Committee? 

Did he agree that the direct request of 
he Anditor-General should be refused, 
- 
and that a private auditor, beyond the 
control of the Government of this coun- 
‘try, should have the auditing of these 
| _ agreements intrusted to him? J am sure 
that the honorable member for Grampians 
~ did not build up his successful business on 
such lines. He would scont the idea of 
aving any one over whom he had no 
ntro] dealing with his private financial 
ffairs. 


The honorable member for Hume (Mr. 
_ Falkiner) is also a member of the Central 
S Wool. Committee, and a man of great 
business experience. He is also reputed 
to be a millionaire. He has been engaged 
in commercial pursuits, and is a director 
of the Bank of New South Wales. Does 
cone agree that a private auditor” should 
supersede the Auditor-General of the 


-the authorities of the bank of whichehe is 
a director would allow some one over 
ma 1 they had. r no control to audit their 


affairs, [ am sure that his answer would 


consult these gentlemen, and ask them ee 


Commonwealth? If I asked him whether > 


be that they would not think of agreeing 
to any such thing. J am sure that the 
honorable member, if present, would vote 
against the Government in this matter, 
-and would be found supporting the amend. 
‘ment submitted by the honorable member _ 
for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs). Other | 
members of the Central Wool Committee | 
are My. Walter James Young, Mr. An- 
drew Howard Moore, Mr. W. S. Frazer, 
Mr. Burdett Laycock, and Mr. Robert } 
Bond McComas. Did Sir John Higgins 


whether they were prepared to set aside |. 
the Auditor- General of the Common-, _ 
wealth, and put in his place a nrivate 
auditor? I feel sure that if they had 
been consulted they would not have agreed} 
to the adoption of such a course, and if, 
they were members of this Haus they} 


member for Capricornia. PéskApe the ee 
honorable member for Grampians willl - 
say whether he agrees to the appointment 
of Mr. Allard in this matter, and whether 
the Auditor-General should be superseded, 
Mr.- Jowxrr.—Most certainly I d@ 
agree to the appointment of Mr. Allard. | 
Mr. MAHONY.—I ask the honorable 
member whether the chairman of the Cen 
tral Wool Committee consulted him in ré 
ference to the appointment of Mr 
Allard ? 
Mr. Tupor.—-The honorable memb 
will not answer that question. 
Mr. MAHONY.—That only bears o i 
tmy statement concerning the honorable 
member. He refuses: to “tell an untrut 
It is eats obvious, from the. honorab 


Me, Novack 05 are say that. { 
Mr. MAHONY.—I asked the quest 


een and the ae ee ie member, ner 


man oo ie Wool Cee It de be 
quite clear to honorable members that IB 
John Higgins did this thing off his oj 


4W TL 


q 


bat. Have the affairs of this coun! 


to glance at the Audit Act, 
~ which sets-out that it is— 


eis\ 5 


; and Recovery 
_ other purposes. 


es 


-eome to such a pass that Sir John Hig- 
gins, no matter how henorable a man he 


may be personally, may override the laws 
_ of this country aud set himself beyond 
this Parliament: 


No matter what this 
gentleman may be as a private citizen, no 
matter how. honorable, it Is time he was 


plainly told that Parliament, and not 
he, is the supreme authority, in Aus- 
tralia, It would be just as well, perhaps, 


1901-19, 


An Act to make provision for the Collection 


and Payment of the Public Moneys, the Audit - 


of the and the Protection 


of Public Property, and for 


Public Accounts, 


Thus the intentions of the Act are set out 
|elearly; and why should those intentions 
be put on one side? As to the position of 
the Auditor-General, section 5 of the Act 
(says 
(1) The Auditor-General shall not, during 
his continuance in such office, be capable of 
being a member of the Executive Council of 
the Commonwealth, or of any State thereof, or 
f either House of the Parliament of the 
(Cemmonwealth,; or of any State thereof. 
{| (2) The Auditor-General shall be deemed to 
ve vacated his office— 3 
(@) if he directly or indirectly engages in 
any paid employment outside the 
duties of his office, or in any trade 


any registered company; 


hy were these provisions passed? ‘To 
sure the free and untrammelled services 
a competent Auditor-General, beyond 
qiy outside or private, influences; in 
stort, a man in whose reports the public 
fuld have perfect confidence. 
The CHAIRMAN.—The . honorable 
member has exhausted his time. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
35|.—I_ should like the guidance of the 
air on a matter of procedure. J have 
amendment on the  notice-paper 
afecting the schedule, and the clause 
b@ore us appears to adopt the re 
ations attached to the Bill. I de- 
» to know whether, if the clause be 
capried as it stands, I shall have an 
opportunity to move an amendment in 
th§ regulations when we reach them? 
he CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter )—When we reach the schedule 
ig Frill be competent for. the honorable 


-if he does so, 


or business except as a member of 


Be a ace i = 
2 eee Pet Se oe aa $ 
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member to Move an snon ae and af 
the schedule is altered; then the Commit 
tee may alter the clause im seat ck 
therewith. 


“Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [2.40]. _ 


I do not know whether the object of the» 
Opposition is to:“ stone-wall” the Bill) I~ 
myself support the amendment, but T can- 
not follow the arguments of some honor- 
able members opposite who also support 
it. 


myself with the statements made this 


morning to the effect that a private 


auditor can hardly be expected to bring 


Never for a moment could I identify — 


in a report against a company, because, 


he may lose other busi- 
ness. Those in the profession, as a rule, 
are gentlemen of high integrity, and there 
should be no reflection on that profession 


generally, or on Mr. Allard in particu-— 


lar, who, moreover, is approved by the 
Auditor- General. 

‘red herring ’’ 
trail. There is no objection mm any shape 
or form to Mr. Allard; the question is— 


‘Tn my opinion, a 
is being drawn across the — 


and here, I think, I speak- for the mover _ 


of the ‘mencen. awihelee the auditor 


shall be under the control of Sir John 


Higgins er under the control 
Auditor-General. 

Mr. Hiees.—That is the whole point. 

Mr. GREGORY .—The question is, 
whether Mr. Allard, as to whose integrity 
every one is satisfied, shall receive his in- 
structions from the Auditor-General or 
from Sir John Higgins, and it is for the 
House to determine. 


of the ~ 


Mr. ArcHIBALD.—What about. ae con-— - iy 


tracts ? 
Mr. 
vide that there shall be an auditor ap-— 
proved by the Commonwealth, and here 
we have the 
John Higgins acting contrary to the 
wishes of an ex-Treasurer (the late Lord — 
Forrest) and the Auditor-General. As — 


I pointed out last night, the Common- — 
wealth are partners in this paee 


with. the Colonial Combing, pleas 
and Weaving Company. 2 

Mr. Sampson —Would an auditor a 
any status accept instructions from any-~ 
body in the conduct of an audit? | 

Mr. GREGORY.—Most decidedly: 
This is one of the most extraordinary 
agreements that T ever saw, peting: as 


\ 


Prime Minister and Sir 


GREGORY.-—The contracts pro- os 


ith a eee “$0 tek as ss & 


Dus’ Parliaments We rel a 
ime Profits ae Fac that 
hall pay to the Crown 50 per cent. 
nd 75 per cent. of excess profits. We 

hb have made the proportion 90 per 
- or even ise per cent. ; 


e earnings a the company in any ac- 
ig period during the continuance of the 
lent shall ‘become taxable under any 
Gee posed by the Parliament of 

a hh on profits earned in war 
hen nthe Commonwealth Government shall 
fund to the company_an amount equal to one- 
the war- time profits tax which shall be 


ery matter pertaining to it the 
on should be under the control 
Auditor- sh ee 


‘assume, by Sir John Higgins, 
fying the wishes of the Auditor- 


Hrcror Lamonp.—There never 
aes that = Auditor-General 


D he only 
boss some one else in ‘the doing 


tee the he 


Mr. GREGORY. ee ‘so; and I 
Beast sure ee is public will see 


ho: fe chbls member ‘support the. Gaveat 
ment? Why does he hang on to us like 
a 


GREGORY. a hon een 


is os! er avo find Sir John “here of = own free will. al 


but. ae-"- 


‘we read in the newspapers of an enor- 


not first be approved by us. 


-and, in the case immediately under dis- 


“of the Auditor- General. a 


_. ister generally approves of what I 


sire to reflect on the auditor who a 


instructions should come direct from the 


Me ce Guid: as a rs 


ie GREGORY. —- The 
member, perhaps, is- in. th 
“ shifting across,”’ but I sit hers y to 
ea a fixed policy, and I shall follow 
The honorable member knows how 
ade are the views of some honorable 
members opposite, and I know he would 
go far for the purpose of placating them. 
I have no desire myself to placate those 
who sit in opposition, and I am here to 
fight for. Parliament having control of 
the public finances. Only this morning 


mous purchase of shipping. This pur- 
chase may, or may not, be in. the best 
interests of the country, but there is no 
reason, particularly when Parliament is 
sitting, why such a_ transaction ‘should © 
We ought » 
to see that we do not forfeit our rights 
in connexion with matters of that sort, 


cussion, we should insist on the py ae 


The Minister in charge of mS: ‘Bill ue 
told us that the Auditor-General does 
audit the accounts. generally, and if we | 
look at the Butter Pool regulations. we 
see that he is specially” Tnstrached to. do 
BO. 


Mr. Gnaow. —And in te case ‘ofthe | 
hes Committee. exactly the same thing 
done. If the honorable member has | 
ae qualms, I am quite ready to have , 
regulations prepared in the same ter } 
in this case. oF 


Mr. GREGORY. __ividentiy: the M 


paying, but his hands are tied ps 
vious instructions. This agreement 
been made, but as it has come before us 
I think we are quite justified in discuss- 
ing its terms. It should have been in- 
sisted in the first instance that the audit 
must be under the Auditor-General, and) 
while I am sure none of us has any de 


been appointed, it is undeniable that his 


Auditor-General, and the Committ 
should insist on ey ; procedure bei 
Pid en aoa erate 


Nae 
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Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [2.43].— 


This ‘clause opens up a question: which 


has often been before the House, mainly 
at the instance of the honorable member 


for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs). I agree 
with the honorable member for Dampier 
(Mr,.~Gregcry) in his reference to Mr. 
Allard; but if I had to appoint an auditor 
in my own interests, I should see that no 
one but mysélf paid him for his services. 
The speech cf the Minister in charge of 
the Bill (Mr. Groom) was a hide-it, cover- 


_it-up, camouflage speech ; and I use those 


terms in their strongest sense. When I 
asked the honorable gentleman who paid 
the auditor, he was conveniently deaf; 
but I say that he would not dare face an 
election, either here or in Sydney, on the 
question of who should be trusted in such 
a matter—an outside auditor paid by an 
outside body, or our Auditor-General, 
Mr. Israel. If the Auditor-General is 
not to be more depended on than an out- 
Side man, any member who thinks so 
should take steps to have him removed 


_ from his position; but I do not think 
any one in the House would dare to 


impugn Mr. Israel. cr his Department. 
The Acting Attorney-General would not 


_ dare to fight an election in Melbourne or 


Sydney when advocating that a private 
accountant and not the Auditor-General 
should have the supervision of transac- 
tions in which Commonwealth money was 
invo.ved. .The people know that there is 
so much bribery, corruption, and fraud 
existing at the present time that the Min- 
ister, even with the aid of a powerful 


| press, would be in a_ hopeless position. 
Every person who has experienced that 
| the purchasing power of the sovereign has 


‘decreased during the ast few years to 


419s. 6d., knows the truth of what I have 
stated. 


Why will not the Government 
allow these transactions to be controlled 
‘by our duly appointed officer, who is inde- 
jpendent of the Government; and, while 
he is in the right, independent of even this 
Parliament. No one knows better than 
he honorable member for Fawkner (Mr. 
faxwell) that the criminal records of 
ictoria, following the bursting of the 
Ihnd becom, are full of fraudulent balance- 
sheets that had not been properly. audited. 
Nfost magnificent balance-sheets were pro- 


duced, but they represented nothing but 
fraud and flam. -One man failed for the | 
sum of £1,500,000, and offered a composi- 
tion of 4d. in the £1, which was never 

paid. A member of the Victorian Par- 


liament at that time, when speaking of a = 


particular balance-sheet, said, “ Every- 
thing looks lovely. There is a splendid 
eredit balance and fine dividends on 
paper, but where is the money 2” 
Paragraph 10 of the agreement made be- 
tween the Commonwealth Government 
and Whiddon SBrothers. Limited, of 
Sydney, reads— uae : 


All books, vouchers, and documents in the 


‘ possession or under the-control of the com- 


pany, and relating to the purchase, manufac- 
ture, and/or sale of the sheepskins, wool and 
wool tops referred to in these presents shall 


be produced to an auditor nominated by the 


Commonwealth Government for 
pose—— 


Mr. Jowerr.—That was Mr. Allard. 
Dr. MALONEY.—I presume.so—"* 


Such auditor-shall be a properly qualified 
public accountant, and the cost of the audit 
shall be borne by the company, and shall be 
included in the expenses referred to in clause 6 
hereof. 
The man who pays the piper has the right — 
to eall the tune, and if there is anything | 
to hide it is well to be the person who is 
paying the piper. That was proved in- 
contestibly in the terrible land boom 
crash. Honorable members cannot gain- 
say that there is a widespread feeling 
among the people that they are being 
wronged. Let honorable members oppo- 
site go upon the platférm and say that. 
there is no profiteering. 

Mr. Sampson.—We have not said that. 


Dr. MALONEY.—I admit that hon- 
orable members on the Government side 
have not said so, -but some have asked, 
“Where are the profiteers?” If the Go- 
vernment recognise that there is pro- 
fiteering, why are they not fighting the 
evil as it is being fought in other 
countries? Do they wish to force the ~ 
people into revolt? We are nearer to 
that sort of trouble than some honorable 
members think... The one thing that is 
holding the people in check is that they 
are determined not to be confronted by 
machine guns. The Government or who- 

% 


that pur- 


; ra there is is no. Sohne te 
to face that fate. Before the Royal 


mission, in Sydney, Mr. Darling said 
that the Georgeson agreement was made 
ther by a rogue or a fool. Afterwards, 
1 cross-examination, he withdrew the 


“rogue”; but the fact remains that 


jek Ca ah funds are in- 
in preference to an audit by the 
onwealth ® Auditor-General. The 


Jov nment have a great opportunity to 
is right. We have not yet 


the first penny of the last shilling 
ad Peed by a former Governs 


wheat, . ae or sugar all that should have 
‘done has-been done? Both parties 

s House are to blame; but I shall 
forget the breach of the pledge 

e Prime Minister (Mr. 

3), that the civil law would always 


perior to the military law. For one 


only I would like to continue the 


recautions Act, namely, to control. 


es of the people’s food. It is our 

ity to safeguard the finances, and see 

‘that the people are not robbed as they 
A re been robbed too freely in the past. 


‘BLAKELEY | (Darling) [2.59 ].— 
lave increasing evidence of the great 


necessity for a close scrutiny of all con-. 


ets in which the Commonwealth or the 
are interested. The 


oc. of the Wheat Pool, especially 
n New South Wales, there is such utter 
1 that for two ang a half years a staff 
countants has been trying to trace the 
crop, and if they were there for 


stand their business. 


St. Common- 
wealth is directly involved in the transac- 
ions of the Central Wool Committee, and 

. Parliament must accept responsi- 

ity for anything done by that Com- 
bi peer: the Bee conferred by 4 this 3 
owing to the arrangement which 


idee tn Geuiae il ite ee 


the commencement. After the 

had been properly established th 

rities hurriedly got together an army 0: 
accountants to ay them out of it. oe am 


Cabin ittes will not get into ine one 
of muddie that has characterized the — 
Wheat Board, renee in New South 
Wales. 

Mr. 
mittee is aed of men. ‘who. u 

Mr, BLAKELEY.—I shall. iage wo 
instances proving how necessary it 
utilize the services of the ‘Auditor Ge teea] 
to enable this Parliament to know how 
the Central Wool Committee and- the 
“tate Wool Committees are operating. 
Every honorable member has received 
from John Bridge and Company a 
pamphlet referring to an arrangement 
which was entered into between that fir 
and the Central Wool Committe 4 
which the firm was to put up a dumping 
plant for double-dumping wool bales. 


They were to be paid 3s. per bale. ee he 
: eu -owners. | Bree 


However, 


rea aia . 
. Mr. Jownir.—They were ‘not 
of the Central Wool Committee. — 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—They were on th 
Shipping Administration. At an 
one high official on the Shipping . dmin- — 
istration held 1,600 shares in a lighter : 
and wool- dumping proposition, and — 
people with whom he was associated were 
able gto hang up seven ships in Sydney 
Harbor, and prevent them from b 
loaded, simply because his friends and | 
firm were not allowed to do the dum pin 


ee into between the Central W 
Committee and John Bridge and | 


pany. That’ shows the urgent see | 
for investigation by the Auditor-Gener F 


Mr, Rosanne —Not i facts. : 
show just the SERPS ct ae 
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Mr, BLAKELEY. — My honorable 
friend probably does not understand a 
“position. 
Mr, J ownrt.—Yes; he ican it 
thoroughly. 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—dAgreements were 


entered into by the Central Wool Com- 
mittee with this particular firm. 

Mr. Jowerr.—Has the honorable mem- 
ber seen those agreements? 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—No. <I am rely- 
ing on a most interesting circular which 
was sent to every honorable member of 
the Hause by John Bridge and Company. 
Does the honorable member say that no 
agreement exists? 

Mr. Jowrerr.—I think that is the posi- 
tion. There is no agreement between 
John Bridge and Company and the Cen- 
tral Wool Committee. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—Sir John Higgins 


said that there was an agreement, and he 
adhered to it, even at the risk of making 
enemies in New South Wales. If there 
was no agreement, why did he go out of 
his way to carry out something that was 
not in existence, and give that particular 
firm the wool which he had promised to 
provide for it? Surely the honorable 
member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) is 
not in earnest wlhien he says there was no 
agreement ? 

“Mr. Jowrrr.—I do not think that there 
was any agreement. 


Mr. BLAKELEY. — The honorable 
member knows nothing about the matter. 
Evidently he does not know what the 
Central Wool Committee are doing. 

Mr. Jowxrr.—Can the honorable mem- 
ber bring forward proof that there was 
an agreement? ; 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—Sir John Hidbins 
thought it was an agreement, and he car- 
ried it out. 

. Mr. Jowrnrr.—That is only the honor- 
able member’s ex parte statement. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—I_ challenge the 
honorable member to tell the truth about 
the matter. I am quite convinced as to 
the facts. The honorable member evi- 


dently knew nothing about them until 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Activities Bill. 


John Bridge and Cone 8 pamphlet 
reached him. 

Mr. Jowsrr.—At any rate, all this has 
nothing to do with the amendment before 
the Committee. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—That is one way 
for the honorable member to evade his Te- 
sponsibility. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—I am not evading any 
responsibility. The honorable member is 
making statements which are absolutely 
unwarranted. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—Hag the Central 


Wool Committee taken any step with re- 
gard to this pamphlet? The statements 
in it are true or untrue. If they are true 
they are a reflection on the administra- 


tion of the Central Wool Committee, of — 


which the honorable member is a member. 
Nr. Jowrrr.—They do not reflect in 


the slightest degree on the Central Wool ee 


Committee. 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—They do, 


not control the New South Wales portion 4 


of its operations, and that it has allowed 


members of the State Committee to be- 


come.merely the creatures of the wool- - 


brokers of that State. gt 


Mr. Jowxzrt.—That is another abso- 
lutely unfounded statement. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—Seven ships were 
laid up in Sydney Harbor because John 
Bridge and Company dumped certain 
wool which the shipping firms, evidently — 


acting on instructions from the Shipping —_ 


Administration, refused to take. Can 
the honorable member deny that state. 
ment? 

Mr. Jowetr.—I do not deny it. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—Can we imagine a 
more deplorable position? Seven ships 


laid up because of the machinations of os es 


certain people! 


Mr. JowErr.—But it was not owing ‘fos eS 
anything done by the Central Wool Com: 


mittee or the State Committee, 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—The Central Wool e 


Committee should have taken cognisance 
of the trouble. 


Mr. Jowrtr.—Did they not do so? 


cause they show that the Committee can- 


_Jowzrr.—He did everything that 
ight and proper in the circumstances. 
* sah a He did He 


= Jowzrr.—tIf there was no agree- 
ment how could he carry it geet 


oring oct It was ee 
nd brought back again. The charge 
iveying the wool was 6}d. per bale 
ay. Hvidently the wool was carried 
profit of certain interested indi- 


g arrangements alone could have 
the attention of the Attorney- 
and I venture to say that he 


4 would not have redounded to the 
dit of the gentlemen. who were con- 
‘ollin: he. Pool in New South Wales. 


M - Jowerr. —There is nothing what- 

rt y their discredit in regard to the 
The honorable member is mixing 
Wool Committee with another 
altogether. 


F -BLAKELEY.—There is a regula- 
“which provides that wool must be 
thed within forty-eight hours of reach- 
ig its destination in or about Sydney. 

is is necessary, in order to prevent 
a pane made out of the increase in 


of Stn Lam Fa 
that wool has been known 
so in. meee ‘owing ©. Bet 


- absorpti 3 
rae TDS, ios il ite per bale 


wool within the required period. ‘In fact, 


in Sydney. This matter of the 


ave brought down a report on it~ 


that a firm was fined for not valine es 


some of the wool had been lying im store. 
for two months, and, naturally, Th in~ 2 
creased in weight by 6 Tbs, or * tha; per“; 
bale, according to whether it was in the , 
interior or on the exterior of the stack. I — 
am further informed that a member of — 
the firm which was fined £50 for the first 
offence was a member of the State Wool 
Committee. Evidently the offence was 
repeated, because it appears that the firm 
was subsequently fined £2,500. 


Mr. Jowretr.—The honorable member 
information is entirely wrong. e 


Mr. BLAKELEY .—I am noe anie 
to be corrected, but if we had a report by — 
the Auditor- Genera} the information — 
would be available to Parliament. eis, 

Mr. Jowert.—It would be available 
twelve months afterwards. Sa : 

Mr. Hices.—tThat is a great reflection 
on the Auditor-General. 


Mr. Jowerr.—-If so, I alee a 


Mr. Hices.—He ought to be vont 
sufficient staff to do the work required of 
him. Then his reports <— a be 
behindhand. 


Mr. BLAKELEY. —This fein is ee 
to have been fined £2,500 for the ‘secon: 
a é 2 


JowetTt.—Alleged ? 
ican 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—It was needs 
for the firm to put up a bond of £2, 50 
before it could continue operations. as A 
further bond’ of the same amount was also 
required of it, making a total bond o 
£5,000 the firm had to put up as a guar 
mites that it would be of good behaviour, 
and would act honestly by the ROWS. of 
wool. 


Mr. Rune. —Whiy was not that gentle: 
man put off the Committee? : 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—A anes of tke “ 
firm is still a member of the State Wool 
es and is likely to remain upon 

The information in. regard to theso 
ee is necessarily meagre, because 


there is no closer corporation in Australia 


Ss 


than: the Central Weel erotics, so ie 


« 


parently the only objection to it 


| is ie (REPRESE 


ie New South Wales is worenas and 
- the woolbrokers’ ring in that State is 
having a very fine harvest. 


I want this 
matter thoroughly investigated by the 


- Auditor-General. Ihave been endeavour- 
ing for a long time past to get informa- 


tion as to the operations of the State 


- Wool Committee of New South Wales. 


Mr. Gisson.—Who is supposed to get 


: the benefit of the increase in the weight 
of the wool ? 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—As the firm was 
fined, the honorable member should im- 


a en come to the conclusion that it 


was getting a certain amount of cash as 
a result of the increased weight eiyen | 6 
the wool. 

Mr. Grsson.—That is not possible in 
“the case of a firm handling the wool. 


Mr. 


weight of the wool the more money the 


firm gets. If the Government are 
in earnest in working these Pools, 
and fully controlling the operations 


of the different Committees and Boards, 
they will accept the amendment. Ap- 
is 
that somebody might have to lose some 
of his dignity. No honorable mem- 
ber can say, even by the greatest stretch 
of imagination, that any principle is at 
stake. The amendment is bond fide. It 
asks that the proper authorities, who are 
the servants of the Commonwealth, shall 
have access to the books and report to 
this Parliament everything which, in their 
opinion, is not correct. Who should re- 
ceive reports if mot this Parliament? 
Surely the matter concerns this Parlia- 
ment and the people. I hope the Minis- 
ter will be reasonable, and not regard 
the amendment as hostile. It is not 
hostile. It sincerely asks that there shall 
be certain supervision over the different 
Boards and Pools. Several cases have 
cropped up of which we have knowledge, 
and in which there is evidence showing 
the clear necessity of such supervision. 
Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [3.18].— 
1 am surprised that when such an im- 
portant discussion is taking place those 
who know quite a number of the facts in 
connexion with the operations 
Central Wool Committee are absolutely 
dumb. I do not suggest that there is any 


t 


BLAKELEY.—The greater the 


of | the.” 


wee the Wool Committee fron At 


exceptionally 


monwealth, I shall take the first | 


ne this Saher discussion of . 


mained (eaaee silent: bie for a 
irrelevant i 2 
made with a view to thrown 


here. 
tiful frenzy this morning over. faa 
nothing. When I saw him doing — the 
‘ bashi-bazouk ’’ dance that he oS lly 
always makes me think that ana ma 
in danger, it struck me that he of 
allows himself to be carried — awa, 
flights of imagination. 


was speaking that any agreement. 
mental.to the people of the Ome 


able member became very ecie i 
peat now, without equivocation or 
fication, that if any agreement is 
either by Ministers or by those operatin 
under Ministers, which is detrimental t 
the interests of the people of th 


tunity to smash it into smitheree: 
idea of a man working himself int 
frenzy, and talking about the ¢ 
Kaiser tearing up a treaty as a s 
paper, and asking, eae eee: w 


say about ohat happened there. * 
want this continual himbugging ~ 
boasting from the other side bes 


posal. 
honorably entered into, one no 
would think of abrogating th 


ds; withoat™ 
Statutes because we considered them in- 
- imical to the interests of the people. 
of the first acts of the Fisher Govern- 
ment in the session of 1910 was to wipe 
ge out of existence a Naval Loan Bill, and 
substitute for it a policy with which the 
. people of Australia were in accord then, 
and have been in accord ever since. 
The Acting Attorney-General gave 
oe ‘the whole show away this morn- 
‘ing’ in his | reply. He spoke in 
his usual persuasive way, and I believe 
that when the whip. ig cracked over there 
a honorable raembers do somehow come to 
: heel. ~The honorable member for Robert- 
son (Mr. Fleming) came to heel, although 
4 "previously he was almost bursting with 
_ indignation and trying to get to his feet 
to avoeate an amendment which was on 
_ all-fours with what the honorable mem- 
_ ber for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) has 
- proposed. 


Pofepunction: whole 


him to heel?” 
_ Mr. FENTON.—The Acting Attorney- 
General, and he brought a few more to 
heel also. There have been quite a 
number of whips at work trying to con- 
“ vert some of the irreconcilables on that 
“side lest they should vote with the Op- 
position on this item. The Minister 
gave his case away by saying that he 
could assure members on the Government 
side that in any future arrangements the 
Auditor-General would have full access 
to all the. papers and documents. What 
an admission for him to make! Honor- 
able members can bet their bottom dol- 
lar, in view of the discussion which has 
taken place about many of the irregu- 
larities in connexion with these opera- 
‘tions, that the Ministry and the Wool 
Committee will be much more careful in 
any future arrangements they enter into 
-- than they have been in some cases in the 
past. Under the Audit act we always 
thought the Auditor-General had un- 
limited power. He has power superior 
to the Government of the day, and can 
insist upon doing certain things even 
against the unanimous 
opinion of the Cabinet itself. He is 
: pap cre over Parliament and Ministers, 


of “the finances» of - the ah RS 


wealth. He ‘haa power i <Aie We papers 
One 


~ Mr. Austin CHarpman.-—Who brought 


things 
expression of. 


and to send. officers even as far as Lon- 
don. He has officers in London now, 

and can go outside the Commonwealth 
in order to examine every possible item 
minutely. We are conducting pools 
which involve millions.of money. It is 
true, as the honorable member for Dam- 
pier (Mr. Gregory). said recently, that 
thie House is losing the control of the 
finances to a very large extent. Great 
schemes are indulged in involving the 
expenditure of millions of the taxpayers’ 

money, 
that expenditure without Parliament 
being consulted. In some cases I quite 
agree with what has been done, 
as, for instance, the first. purchase of 
steamers by the Prime Minister. But if 
the Wool Committee is to be allowed to 
do what its own sweet will dictates, and 
this Parliament ig to have no say, and 
if the same thing is to happen in con- 
nexior. with the wheat, flax, and Butter 


pools, a loophole is opened for practices — 


which the House cannot afford to sanc- 
tion. Matters have taken place in con- 


nexion with a branch of the Wheat Pool | 


that are now before a tribunal in 
another State. Enough evidence has 
been taken to show that in a go-called 
well-conducted Pool there may be a 
leakage of millions of bushels of wheat. 


Where has that missing wheat gone? LP 
The Ministry should be the first to say 


and we are often involved in — 


that, to insure the— protection of the — 


people, it is absolutely essential to allow 


the Auditor-General to have oversight a i 


over all these operations. I am led to 


believe on very good authority that New~ — 4 


South Wales is far behind Victoria in its a 7 
I understand that under 


company law. 


the New South Wales Companies Act 


' many practices can be indulged in that 
The com- — 


are not allowed in. Victoria. 
panies referred to by the honorable mem- 
ber for Capricornia (Mr, Higgs) have 
been formed under the New South 
Wales Companies .Act. There may 
be a_ possibility under that Act of 
being done similar to what 
took place in. the disastrous 
times in Victoria.’ Because of the col- 


lapse after the boom we tightened up 
The Victorian Act © 


our company law. 
now sets out in fair and square legal 


tee 


boom — 
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terms exactly what a company director 
and a company auditor must and must 
not do. It is a difficult matter under 
the Victorian companies law for even an 
_erring officer, where he is so inclined, to 
err. Many things are possible if a com- 
pany is being carried on under a loose 
company law. Speeches from: both sides 
of this chamber show that there as an air 
of suspicion abroad. We cannot dissi- 
pate it better than by providing that in all 
future contracts the Auditor-General shall 
have supervision over: those conducting 
these concerns, and we should go further 
and apply the same principle'to existing 
contracts and operations. The Auditor- 
General has to take an oath to the fol- 
lowing effect, upon his assumption of 
office : — 

I do solemnly and sincerely promise and de- 
elare that according to the best of my skill 


and ability I. will faithfully impartially and 
truly execute the office and perform the duties 


of Auditor-General (or as the case may be) ac- 
cording to law. 

In section 71 of the Audit Act it is 
enacted that— 


The Governor-General may make regulations 
(not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Act) for carrying out the provisions of this 
Act, and in particular for— 

(a) the collection, receipt, custody, issue, 
expenditure due, accounting for, care 
and management of all public moneys, 
and the guidance of all persons con- 
cerned therein; 

(b) the more effectual record, examination, 
inspection, and audit of all receipts 
and expenditure, and the keeping of 
all necessary books and accounts. 


The Audit Act itself proclaims to the Go- 
vernment what are their duties in con- 
nexion with the Wool Pool. The Auditor- 
General is a greater custodian of the 
fmances of the country than the Federal 
Treasurer. He is the policeman, or the 
detective, who must scrutinize all expen- 
diture, so far as the Commonwealth is 
concerned. He has the power to arraign 
the highest in the land if anything of a 
crooked nature in connexion with the 
finances of the country should be  dis- 
closed. But here we are dealing with 
millions, and yet that. official is not to be 
permitted supervision over the accounts. 
I know that there will be a spirit of amaze- 
ment among the people when it is learned 


that such a reasonable and righteous re- 


Mr. Fenton. 


“quest as is contained in’ ‘the: cnondaent. a 
has been declined by the Government and 
The Government them- 


their supporters. 
selves, for self-protection, should see that — 
operations are conducted in an absolutely 

honest and straightforward manner. They _ 


‘should give to the Auditor-General power is 
‘to scrutinize all such matters. | 


Honorable members have just received a 
return having todo with the approximate - 
receipts and expenditure of the Common- — 
wealth for the. financial yéar just closed. 
Why is the item of sugar ineluded in a 
public balance-sheet such as that? 


other pools; lost im those big amounts — 
which total, for the year 1917-18, more 
than a million of money, under the head 
of Miscellaneous, and, for the past year, 
a sum of £863,000? There is an amount 
in relation to the two companies which 


was to come to the Commonwealth Go- — 


vernment_ totalling £250,000 sterling. I 


‘know that litigation is in progress with 
respect to some of the items comprised — 


within that total. J shall not proceed 
further in that direction, therefore. 
Surely the Auditor-General should have 
something to say as to how that money 
has been made. At any rate, he should — 
be permitted to scrutinize the books and ~ 
accounts, and to ascertain whether the 

Commonwealth has been getting a fair 
deal. If it were only the matter of a 10s.- 


note, the Auditor should have power to 


discover whether the money wags going 


rightly or wrongly into the public or ito — - 


a private purse. If he were to discover 


anything wrong, even in relation to such ~ 2 
a small amount as that, there would be 


ample justification for his inspection of — 
the_interests involved. | | : 


Looking at the matter from a political ee? 
point of view, a decidedly retrograde — 
step has been made by the refusal of the — 
Government to accept the amendment. 


Honorable members on this side are cham- 


pioning public financial morality. I do 
not intend to lay charges, but honorable 
members may go into wool houses in Mel-— 
bourne and hear what business men have 
to say regarding the operations of the 
Wool Committee and its unjust methods — 
and dealings. They will be told sufficient 
for them to demand the appointment of a 
Royal Commission in oo to show ex- 


2 AIO SSS 
the receipts from the Wool Pool, and the 


3 er the oe ce ep foe! 
me (Mr. Falkiner), or the honorable 
ber. for 2 ees es Bee) 


‘That ee 
| Sabb. as a - try ay allay such 
ad and to ee the Auditor- 


piverved ©” ! 
at if a Royal Commission were 
to-day, and the Auditor-General 
ked whether he should have ac- 
hose books, he would respond in 
1atic affirmative. If our request 
he supervision of the Auditor- 
be pranted means the breaking | 
oo has pete See agee 


ay Yet there is Ministerial « op- 
m to ae an ac of such 


. 


: Pe icaca to are ay he 
a all the Pools. I aus to- 


a cee contrary to 


_y cE Rech uae, it goes nae ae hee for 
ason that it does not go far enough. 
not sufficiently comprehensive to 


norable migmbers ae While’ two 


The ister Raat : 


- General has power over all the other trans- 


‘gested by the honorable member’s amend- 
“ment. 


taining the opinion-of the House are open a 
to the honorable member, and I again 


I regret to say, an 


; eye or dese ees as a partner, and - 


which should be subject to inspection and 
investigation. There is no question that 
the Government is committed to these 
agreements. If an amendment cof the 
nature put forward by the honorable - 
member for Capricornia were carried, it 
would undoubtedly be equivalent toon 
vote of no-confidence in the Government. 
1 am not prepared to see the Government 
resign upon a minor issue. I want to see — 
something larger before Parliament, ex- 
presses an opinion of so serious a nature. 
If the honorable member for Capricornia 
(Mr. Higgs) will introduce a comprehen- 
sive proposal intimating that this House 
desires an investigation of all concerns in 
“which the Government and Parliament — 
are interested, I will give it any ees e 
support. = 


Mr. 


Hieaes.—f beliowe. he aera: 


actions and operations of companies, ex- 
cept insregard to these two companies. Le 


Mr. FOWLER.—I am not sure whe- 
ther his power goes as far as that sug- 


It certainly would be advisable to 
put the position beyond question by defi- 
nitely indicating the duty of the oe 
General in regard to all these concerns 
It is not sufficient to leave to his disere- 
tion the extent to which his investigations 
shall go. He should receive from this 
Parliament a precise direction, and ok 
would certainly be glad to ee a 
provision of that effect. | 


= 


Mr. Hiees.—I am afraid ake ‘Govern 
ment would put such a proposal - at th 
bottom. of the business-paper. | 


Mr, FOWLER.—Other methods res 


pledge myself to support him if he adopts 
any of those methods. There is no ques- 


a of the aN member for tion as to the necessity for a careful super- a 


vision and investigation of many of these 
business interests into which the Govern- _ 
ment have entered. A more comprehen- 


; -sive method is desirable, and I believe _ 
the position indicated by several that both the Parliament and the people 


desire something of the kind. There is, _ 
atmosphere of oo 


11022 


Commercial 


[ REPRESENTATIVES. ] Activites Bill. 


suspicion surrounding a good many of the 
operations of these governmental activi- 
ties, and it is our duty to dissipate that 


atmosphere at the earliest moment. 


shall, however, support the Government 
in regard to this amendment, not because 
I wish to spare their feelings, but for the 
reason that I wish to see an issue of the 
kind raised by the honcrable member put 
before us in a more general and compre- 


hensive way. 


Question—That the words proposed to 
be added to the proposed new 


clause (Mr. 
so added—put. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Blakeley, A. 
Brennan, Frank 
Considine, M. P. 
Fenton, J. E. 
Finlayson, W. F. 
Gregory, H. 
Higgs, W. G. 
Mahony, W. G. 
Maloney, Dr. 


Abbott; Lt.-Colonel 
Archibald, W. O. 
Atkinson, L. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Bayley, J. G. 
Burchell, Ro J: 
Chapman, Austin 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Foster, Richard 
Fowler, J. M. 
Gibson, W. G. 
Glynn, P. MeM. 
Greene, W. M. 
Groom, L. E. 
Jowett, EK. . 
Lamond, Hector 


Anstey, F. 
Catts;, J.-H. 
Charlton, M. 
Corboy, E. W. 
McDonald, C, 
MeGrath, D. C. 
Nicholls, S. R. 
Wallace, C. 
Watkins, D. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 


16 
ol 


15 


AYES. 


McDonald, C. 
Riley, E. 
Pudor, BG, 
West, J. E. 
Yates, G. HE, 


Tellers: 


MeWilliams, W. J. 


Page, J. 


Nogs. 


Leckie, J. W. 
Lynch, J. 
Mackay, G. H. 


‘| Maxwell, G. A. 


Poynton, A. 
Rodgers, A. S. 
Sampson, 8. 
Sinclair, H, 
Smith, Bruce 
Smith, Laird 
Spence, W. G. 
Webster, W. 
Wise, G. H. 
Tellers: 

Story, W. H. 
Thomson, John 


PAIRS, 


Watt, W. A. 
Best, Sir Robert 
Orchard, R. B. 
Pigott, H. R. M. 
Livingston, J. 
Lister, J. H. 
Boyd, J. A. 
Fleming, W. M. 
Palmer, A. C. 


_ Amendment negatived. 


sub- 
Tupor’s amendment) be © 
The Committee divided. 


Question—That the neo new sub- 


clause (Mr. Hices’ amendment) be 
added—-put. The Committee ey 
Ayes (14 
Noes 30 
Majority gl is 
AYES. 
Blakeley, A. Riley, E. 
Brennan, Frank Tudor, F. G. 
Considine, M. P. West, J. E. 
Fenton, J. E. Yates, G. E, 
Higgs, W. G. 
Mahony, W. G. Tellers: 
Maloney, Dr. Finlayson, W. F. 
McDonald, C. Page, J. 
NOEs. 
Abbott, Lt.-Colonel Lynch, J. 


Archibald, W. O. 
Bamford, F. W. 


Mackay,’ G. Hi. 
Maxwell, G.’ A. 


Bayley, J. G. Poynton, A. 
Burchell, R. J. Rodgers, A. 8. 
Chapman, Austin Sampson, S. 
Corser, E. B. C. Sinclair, H. 


Foster, Richard 


Smith, Bruce 


Fowler, J. M. Smith, Laird 
Gibson, W. G. Spence, W. G. 
Glynn, PMcM. Webster, W. 
Greene, W. M. Wise, G. H. 
Groom, L. E. 
Jowett, E. Tellers: 
Lamond, Hector Story, W. H. 
Leckie, J. W. Thomson, John 
PAIRS, 
Anstey, F. Watt, W. A. 
Catts, J. H. Best, Sir Robert > 
Charlton, M. Orchard, R. B. 
Corboy, E. W. Pigott, H. R. M. 


MeDonald, C. 


Livingston, J. 


McGrath, D. C. Boyd, J. A. i 
Nicholls, S. R. Lister, J. H. : 
Wallace, C. Fleming, W. M. 
Watkins, D. Palmer, A. C. 


Question so resolved in the negativ.. 
Amendment negatived. 
Progress reported. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
SEAMEN’S STRIKE: RELIEF OF DISTRESS. 
Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [4.0].—I move—  ° 
That the House do now adjourn. . . 


In view of the long debate that has taken 
place on the Commercial Activities Bull, 


I ask honorable members to assist me to oa 


get the Bill passed early next week. I 
think that they will agree that it has had 
ample discussion. | 


te s A alc i 


Hon of the Aiietar sere the Tass 
to a matter of urgent public importance. 
I raise the question now with a view to 
_ obtaining information from the honorable 
gentleman on the subject when the House 
‘meets on Wednesday next. It is known 
to every one that, owing to the present 
_ industrial dispute, a great number of 
B people are out of employment, particu- 
larly in the metropolitan area of this 
_ State. Several deputations have waited 
upon the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 
Watt) in connexion with the matter. I 
was present with more than one of those 
-deputations, and as a result of their repre- 
entations the honorable gentleman 
ranted the sum of £1,000 for the relief 
f distress in Melbourne. The Victorian 
overnment granted a similar amount. 
| When the matter was referred to, a fort- 
night or three weeks ago, the honorable 
member for Illawarra (Mr. Hector La- 
mond), J think, asked whether 
‘similar assistance would be given in 
the other States. 
to see that the assistance given for the re- 
hef of distress in the metropolitan area 
f this State shall be the same as that 
en in New South Wales. I can assure 
rable members that the distress here 
acute, because I happen to live in a 
trict in which there are a great number 
unemployed at the present time, and 
have come directly in contact with some 
‘of the relief work. Whilst a grant of 
£1,000 was made by the Federal Govern- 
‘ment, and a grant of a similar amount 
yo the State Government in Victoria, in 
ew South Wales £5,000 was oranted by 
the Federal Government and £5,000 by 
the New South Wales Government, al- 
though I am glad to say that the distress 
has not been so great in New South Wales 
as, unfortunately, it is in this State. The 
factories in New South Wales are nearer 
to the coal supplies, and therefore can 
be kept going more easily than can the 
actories here. I ask the Minister leading 


: “ai 


gas 1919] 


I ask the Government , 


: os House to see whether it is not ia 3 


A ae Ee 
Adjournment. 


and it is that. people Wis go A sah 
societies for relief make a habit of going 
to them. Robert Hunter has made that 
statement in his book Poverty, and I am 
able to confirm it by personal experience, 
as my wife has been associated with the 
Ladies Benevolent Society of the city of 
Richmond for the past twelve or fifteen 
years, and it is the experience of that 
society that, once people come to them for 
assistance, they continue to do so, and 
are very reluctant to cease. It is pos- 
sible that if ‘the local distribution of 
rants for relief by the Commonwealth — 
and State Governments is adopted it may — 
have the effect of sapping the idecends 
ence of people who go to the relief com- 


mittees for assistance, inasmuch as they — 


may be led to believe that they will be en- 
titled to such charitable relief at all times. 
It will be admitted that if that were the 
effect it would not be to the advantage 
of the community. Perhaps the Minister 
will see if it.is correct that the Federal 
Government has granted £5,000 for the 
relief of distress in Sydney, where, ap- 
parently, the distress is not so great as in 


Melbourne, and only £1,000 for the relief 


of distress Were. I oliova that there has 
not been a single word in criticism of 
the fairness of the distribution of the 


grant for relief by the Melbourne Trades 


Hall Relief Committee. Any one “who 
has had anything to do with relief work 
must be.aware that, no matter by whom 
relief is distributed, there will be found 
people who will try to impose upon those — 


in charge of it; but I do not think that 


there will be a oreater percentage of such > 
eases coming before the Trades Hall Relief — 


Committee than before the local com- — 


mittees. I hope that the Government will 


look into the matter with a view of see- 


ing whether the relief of persons in dis- — 
tress may not be more fairly alae 
than it appears to be at the present time, 


Mr. BURCHELL (Fremantle) [4.4].—_ 


After listening to the appeal made by the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), — 
one is tempted to ask the Minister now 


leading the Government in this House — 
what they are doing to provide for the — 


relief of distress in each of the States of 
the Commonwealth. We can all appre- 
ciate the difficulties under which working 


men and women are labouring at the pie- 


sent time. In Western Australia people 
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merchandise, for oe sod ON over- 
carried to the eastern States, and efforts 
are now. being made to have it returned ; 
in the meantime the community generally 


are suffering quite as much-as the resi- 


dents in sien eteraa centres. When 


the Acting Leader of the House i is Se 


Mr P Burchell, 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Do 
’ Attorney- General) [4.6]1—I « 
both the matters referred to. | 


Members of the thouse of Representatives. 


Speaker—The Honorable William Elliot Johnson. 


Chairman of Committees—The Honorable Jolin Moore Cha 
10A bbott, Lieut.-Colonel New England Johnson, Hon. William 
Percy Phipps, C.M.G. (N.S. W.) Elliot 

Anstey, Frank .. .. Bourke (V.) 6 Jowett, Edmund ‘ 

Archibald, Hon. William Hindmarsh (S.A.) Kelly, Hon. William Henry 
Oliver Lamond, Hector ; 

‘atkinson, Llewelyn ..- Wilmot (T.) Leckie, John William 
‘Bamford, Hon. Frederick Herbert (Q.) Lister, John Henry 


William Livingston, John 
Bayley, James Garfield .. Oxley (Q) Lynch, John 
Best, Hon. Sir Robert Kooyong (V.) Mackay, George Hugh 


Wallace, K.C.M.G. 
Blakeley, Arthur . Darling (N.S.W.) 
Boyd, Hon. James Arthur Henty (V ) 
Brennan, Frank . Batman (V.) 
*Bruce, Stanley Melbourne Flinders (V.) 
Burchell, Reginald John Fremantle (W.A.) 
Catts, James Howard .. Cook (N.S.W.) 
Chanter, Hon. John Moore Riverina (N.S8.W.) 
Chapman, Hon. Austin .. Eden-Monaro 
(N.S. W.) 
*Charltcn, Matthew .. Hunter (N.S.W.) 
Considine, Michael Patrick Barrier (N.S.W.} 
Cook, Right Hon. Sir Parramatta (N.S.W.) 
Joseph, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
W’Corboy, Edwin Wilkie .. Swan (W.A.) 


Mahony, William George 
Maloney, William 
12Manifold, Hon. 
Chester 
Mathews, James : 
Maxwell, George Arnot .. 
McDonald, Hon. Charles. . 
8McGrath, David Charles 
McWilliams, William 
- James 
Nicholls, Samuel Robert, , 
Orchard, Hon. Richard 
Beaumont 
Page, Hon. James 
Palmer, Albert Clayton. .. 


James 


Corser, Edward Bernard Wide Bay (Q.) Pigott, Henry Robert 

-_ Cresset Maguire 
Falkiner, Franc Brereton Hume (N.S.W.) Poynton, Hon. Alexander 
Sadleir Riley, Edward .. '% 


Fenton, J ames Edward .. Maribyrnong (V.) 


Finlayson, William Fyfe.. Brisbane (Q.) Rodgers, Arthur Stanis- 
Fleming, William Mont- Robertson (N.S.W.) laus 
gomerie Ryrie, General Granville 


Forrest, Right Hon. Lord Swan (W.A.) de Laune, C.B., C.M.G. 


P.C., G.C.M.G. 5Salmon, Hon. Charles 
Foster, Hon. Richard Wakefield (S.A.)} Carty 
Witty Sampson, Sydney 
Fowler, Hon. James Perth (W.A.) Sinclair, Hugh .. ES 
Mackinnon . Smith, Hon. Bruce, K.C. 


14Gibson, William Gerrand Corangamite (V.) Smith, Hon. Wiliam 
Glynn, Hon. Patrick Angas (S.A.) Henry Laird 
McMahon, K.C. 2Spence, Hon. William 
Greene, Hon. Walter Massy Richmond (N.S.W.) Guthrie 


Gregory, Hon. Henry .. Dampier (W.A.) Story, William Harrison. . 


Groom, Hon. Littleton Darling Downs (Q.) Thomson, John ap 
Ernest Tudor, Hon. Frank 
Heitmann, Edward Ernest Kalgoorlie (W.A.) Gwynne 


Higgs, Hon. William Guy Capricornia (Q.) 
- 1Howroyd, Charles Richard Darwin (T.) 


Wallace, Cornelius 
Watkins, Hon. David 


Hughes, Right. Hon. Bendigo (V.) Watt, Hon. William 
William Morris, P.C., ~ Alexander 
K.C, Webster, Hon. William .. 


Irvine, Hon. Sir William Flinders (V.) 
Hill, K.C.M.G., K.C. 
Jensen, Hon. Jens August Bass ('T.) 


West, John Edward 
Wise, Hon. George Henry 
Yates, George Edwin 
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Fawkner (V.) 
Kennedy (Q.) 
Ballaarat (V.) 
Franklin (T.) 
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Nepean (N.S.W.) 


. Maranoa (Q.) 


Echuca (V.) 
Calare (N.S.W.) 


Grey (S.A.) 
South Sydney 

(N.S. W.) 
Wannon (V.) 


North Sydney 
(N.S.W.) 
Grampians (V.) 


. Wimmera (V.) 


Moreton (Q.) 
Parkes (N.S.W.) 
Denison (T.) 


Darwin (T.) 
Boothby (S.A 


Cowper (N.S. 
Yarra (V.) 


-) 
:) 


.. West Sydney (N.S.W.) 
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Balaclava (V.) 
Gwydir (N.S.W.) 


. East Sydney (N.S.W.) 


Gippsland (V.) 


. Adelarde (S8.A.) 


1. Decease reported 17th June, 1917.—2. Elected 30th June, 1917. Sworn ith July, 1917.——3. Sworn 11th July, 


1917.4. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Ccemmittees, 18th July, 1917. 
1917.6. Elected 27th October, 1917 
8. Sworn 19th April, 1912. ——9. Elected 11th May, 1918 


5. Decease reported 18th Sey tember, 
Sworn 9th January, 1918 ——7. Resignation reported 5th April, 1918.—— 
Sworn 2°nd May, 1918.—10 Sworn 7th June, 1918, 


11. Decease reported 18th September, 1918.—12. Decease reported.?0th Octoher, 1918 —13. Elected 26th October, 191%. 


Sworn 20th November, 1918.——14. Elected 14th December, 1918 Sworn 25thjJune, 1919. 
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The weekly issues of Parliamentary Debates are supplied gratuitously, on application, 
for use in Public Libraries, and also in Schools of Arts, Mechanics’ Institutes, Debating 
Societies (having not less than fifty members), and similar institutions. 


MMU 
| 
115348762 | 


Applications on behalf of the above-mentioned institutions should be addressed to 
the Honorable the President or the Honorable the Speaker. 


Subscriptions should be sent to the vali, ay Soe Printer, Melbourne. 


D. F. LUMSDEN, 
iccting Principal Parliamentary Reporter. 


COMMITTEES. 


SENATE. 


STANDING ORDERS. The President, the Chairman of Committees, “Senator Barnes, Senator 
de Largie, Senator Foll, Senator Guthrie, Senator Mabotaate Senator Otero. and 
Senator Thomas. 


LIBRARY.—The President, Senator Lt.-Col. alton: “slohtor erciner, Senubae Keating, 
Senator Lynch, Senator Maughan, and Senator Pratten. 


Hovuse.—The President, Senator Bakhap, Senator Buzacott, Senator Lt.-Col. ig 2 
Senator Needham, and Senator Col. Rowell. 


Printine.—Senator Barker, Senator Guy, Senator Newland, Senator Plain, Senator Reid, 
and Senator Senior. 


DISPUTED RETURNS AND QUALIFICATIONS.—Senator Barnes, Senator Keating, Senator Fenei 
Senator Maughan, Senator Pratten, and Senator Senior. 


Pug.tic Works.—Senator Henderson, Senator Needham, and Senator N ewland. 


PUBLIC Accounts .—Senator Sen koms Senator Earle, Senator Fairbairn,* and Senator 
McDougall. 


INTOXICATING LIQuOR: SELECT ae TO INQUIRE INTO EFFECT ON AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS, 
&c.—Senator Thomas, Senator Lieut.-Col. Bolton, Senator Buzacott, Senator Foll, 
Senator Grant, Senator Guy, and Senator Col. Rowell. 


* Discharged from attendance, 22nd May, 1918. 
+ Appointed 29th May, 1918. 


_ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
STANDING ORDERS.—Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, the Chairman of Committees, — 
Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Poynton, and Mr. Tudor. 


Lrprary.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Anstey, Mr. Archibald, Mr. Glynn, Mr. Higes, Mr. McDonald, 
Mr. Bruce Smith, Mr. Fowler,* and Mr. Wise. 


Hovuse.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. R. W. Foster, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Page, 
Mr. Rodgers, Mr. Laird Smith, and Mr. Watkins. : 


PRINTING.—Mr. Bamford, Mr. Fenton, Mr. McWilliams, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Riley, 
Mr. Sampson, and Mr. West. 


Pusiic WorKks.—Myr. Gregory, Mr. ae at Mr. Mathews, Mr. Sampson, Mr. Sinclair, and 
Mr. Laird Smith. 


PUBLIC Accounts, —Mr. Atkinson, Mr. J. H. Catts, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fenton, Mr. Poynton, 
and Mr. John Thomson. 
* Appointed 17th July, 1919. 
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